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PREFACE, 


S::X- F262 


PREACHING is univerſally 
acknowledged among Chri- 
ſtians, yet we find they differ 
in Opinion with Regard to 
the Manner of performing it, and the Quali- 


fications neceſſary to the Preacher, A Man 


is generally required to go through 4 Couxſè 


of Learning at a College or an Academy, 


before he be admitted to the Miniſterial Of- 
fice; which done, his uſual Method of-in- 
ſtructing others, is, by reading in publick 8 

Diſcourſe 


ETA. 
Diſcourſe previouſly tudied and penned in 


private. But there arc ſome who think that 
8 good Life and Converſation, and a fincere 
ths aſſiſted by « Divine Influence, tho 


not accompanicd with the Knowledge of 
the Learned Languages, are ſufficient to con- 
ſtitute a Miniſter of the Goſpel; and that the 
beſt and moſt ſycceſsful Inſtructions ate deli- 
vered without any Premeditation of the 
Preacher, when -under ſuch a Concern of 
Mind, as would render his Sience inconſiſtent 
with his Duty. This laſt is well. known 
to be the Opinion of the People called 
QUAKERSs3; and I muſt acknowledge myſelf 
to be of the ſame Sentiment. 


| bs Is commonly objected, That an Fe- 
tempore Preacher muſt needs be liable to 
frequent Inaccuracies of Expreſſion; that his 
Language is ſeldom grammatical ; that it is 
very difficult for dim to avoid Tautologies, 
and to obſerye that Method and Ccherente 
which arc kr nog to the Beauty of a Dit- 
courſe, | 


* 


rns ObjeQions I allow to be true, as 
to the Matter of Fact; but of ſmall Weight 
When the Tendency and Deſign of Preaching 
; | | | at are 
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are conſidered ; which being to inform the 


Mind, has no farther Regard to the Ear, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, than what is neceſſary to- 


wards being underſtood. ---- Not that I deny 


or deſpiſe the Beauties of Language, and the 
Force of Eloquence, or believe the QUAKERS 
leſs ſenſible of them than others are; but as 
the Amendment of the Heart is, or ought 
to be, principally in the Preacher's View, 
they think a caſual Slip of Expreſſion very 
excuſable, while his Meaning is obvious to 
ſuch as give a proper Attention, 


PLAINNESS of Language in a Preacher 


is certainly moſt agreeable to the Simplicity 


of the Goſpel, however it may be ridiculed - 
by thoſe who will not give themfelves time 


to conſider the Nature of Chriſtianity, or 
by thoſe who endeavour to make every 


thing myſterious in Religion, in order to 


ſerve their own private ugs It is like- 
wiſe moſt ſuitable to the Capacities of Man- 
kind in general: And I believe it will hardly 


be denied, that a plain practical Diſcourſe 


is preferable to a earned ſpeculative one, 
if it be conſidered, that the former may 
be of uni verſal Benefit, whereas the latter 
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ER EF ACE. 
can be -profitable (or rather pleaſing) only 
to a few. 


As I hinted before, I would not be un- 

derſtood to blame or depretiate the Accom- 
pliſhments of Learning and Eloquence - 
They are certainly Ornaments to any-Man, 

and more eſpecially to a Preacher. But tho' 
the QUAKERs eſteem theſe Qualifications 
I as uſeful, yet becauſe they deny them to be 
abſolutely neceſſary and eſſential to a Goſpel 
Miniſter, they have been condemned as De- 
ſpiſers of Science, and obſtinate Encouragers 

of Ignorance, even in their Teachers, in 
whom Knowledge ought moſt to abound. 
Which wrong Notion has ſo much pre- 
vailed, that Men of tolerable Capacities will 
enter their Meetings with a contemptuous 
Smile; and, as they come with a full Ex. 
pectation of hearing nothing but Nonſenſe, 
are very unwilling to own themſelves diſap- 
pointed. | 535 7 I OPT 


Be N 


> IA far from inſinuating, by what I have 
ſaid, that the following Diſcourſes are of- 
fered to the World as a Specimen of un- 
common Learning and Eloquence; they be- l 1 
ing neither preached with a View of being 
. y wit 


PR E F A C E. 
made publick, nor at firſt taken down with 
that Intent: Nor are they choſe on Account 
of their excelling the Diſcourſes generally 
delivered by the ſame Perſon; for, as they 
were ſpoken without the particular Deſign 
of Publication, it is improbable they ſhould 
contain any particular Excellencies. 


WurxN they were tranſcribed from the \ 
Short-Hand, and ſhewn to ſeveral Friends | 
who heard them, they appeared ſo full of 
ſound Doctrine and Argument, that it was 
thought they might bear printing, with a few 
trifling Alterations; which were accordingly. 
made, agrecably to what the Author and 
ſome of the Auditors could recollect of their 
firſt Shape; he declining to alter them in any 
other Reſpect, that they might keep their 
genuine Simplicity, notwithſtanding a few 
inſignificant Slips that may poſſibly have 
eſcaped him. | | 


As theſe Diſcourſes are offered to the 
Publick as they were firſt delivered by one Y 
engaged in a pretty conſtant Courſe of | | [| 
Preaching, without any other Deſign than | 
the Edification of his Hearers, and publiſh'd 
with little or no Improvement, the Allow- 
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ance which is natural on theſe Accounts 


will, I believe, be as much Indulgence as 


they will ſtand in need of in the Eyes of 
the Judicious. 


BEFORE I conclude, I cannot help ob- 
ſerving, with much Pleaſure, how ſuperior 
theſe are, even in their preſent Form, to 
many Sermons which are daily publiſhed | 
by Men who have ſpent a Number of | 
Years in ſtudying the Art of making them, | 
and who never produce one without La- ö 
bour and mature Deliberation. ----- In Diſ- 
courſes offered by . ſuch Men, Faults arc | 
much leſs excuſable, it being the profeſſed | 
Buſineſs of their Lives to avoid them; great 
Part of which is aſſigned to the Study of 
a Science unknown to the firſt Promulga- 
tors of the Goſpel, that of our School-Di- 
vinity; which has been of very little Ser- 
vice to Mankind, unleſs by introducing a | 
vaſt Number of ſubtil and perplexing Di- | 
ſtinctions, unintelligible Definitions, and 
 ſuch-like Stuff, wherein ſome. of the moſt 

famous modern Preachers are peculiarly. a 
skilled; but which can never in the leaſt | 
promote the main Deſign of Chriſtianity, | 
the Putting an End to Sin, and the Intro- | 
ducing of Righteouſneſs. | 


I HAVE 


* 
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PREF ACE 


I HAVE nothing more to add, than my 
carneſt Wiſh, that theſe Diſcourſes may be 
read with Coolneſs, and without Prejudice 
or Partiality ; and that the Divine Bleſſing 
may atrend the Peruſal of them, which 
alone can make them effeQtual to anſwer 
the Deſign of the Preacher, and the Deſire 
of 
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SUBJECTS 


Of the following | 


DISCOURSES. 


A DISCOURSE upon 


TH E Nature and Necefh ty of Knowing 
One's-Self, Page 8 


A DISCOURSE upon 


The Infufficiency of Natural Knowledge, 


and the Benefits ariſing from that which 
is Spiritual, Page 29 


The 


mc SUBJECTS. 


- 


A DISCOURSE upon 


The Fall of Man in the Firſt Adam, and 
bis Reſtoration by CuhRlsr, the Second 
Adam, Page 53 


* 


A DISCOURSE upon 


The merciful Invitation of Gor ro All 
Mankind, to come unto Him = Sal- 
vation, Page 83 
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NATURE and NECESSITY 
FUN 

Knowing Ones-Self. 
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A DISCOURSE delivered at the 
Meeting - Houſe in Gracechurch- ſtreet , 
London, June 12, 1737. | 


1 3 r * - 
— — 


HAVE in Remembrance a very 
@& ſhort Precept of a Man of Un- 
derſtanding, tho* not under the 


> - worthy of the Notice of xvery 
. one here; and it is this: Know 

„ Thyſelf.“ There is not a more uſeful Know- 
ledge than this, except the Knowledge of God; 
and if we do not know ourſelves, how ſhall we 
know the Lord? I have obſerved, as 1 fat in 
Silence, waiting upon God in this Meeting, that 

—— 233 all 
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all Matter is created of God, as well that which 
is inert and lifeleſs, as the living Creatures; and 


all Matter that we are acquainted with revolves 
from Form to Form, but there is no Annihilation 
of any. | | 


Tux Plants of the Earth obſerve a Succeſſion 
from Age to Age: From ſmall Seeds they ſpring 
up, and proceed from Stature to Stature, after 
their Kinds, till they arrive at the Perfections 
aſſigned then; and then alſo they gradually de- 
cline, and others take Place from their Seeds, and 
as their Offspring. 


Tus living Creatures alſo obſerve the Laws 
preſcribed them; after their Manner producing 
their own Species, which renew, increaſe, de- 
creaſe, and ſucceed, from Generation to Genera- 
tion, as the others do; ſo that there is no certain 
Continuance of any Particular. 


Tux next Thing I have in View is, the very 
low State in which we Mortals are firſt produced 
into this World. In that State we have no Know- 
ledge, no Underſtanding, but are like the Beaſts of 
the Field, and other Animals, or even more help- 
leſs than they, and mcapable of any Law but that 
of, Nature, which we cannot break. 


Ann, being endued with five Senſes, we grow 
up by imperceptible Gradations, in the Uſe of 

em, and proceed from Stature to Stature, and 
Strength to Strength, both of Body and Mind, 
to the Degrees of which we are ſeverally capable, 
as variouſly circumſtanced, for we are not alike 
m either, | | 
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Tux Mind, dwelling in the Body, could never 
} perceive, or apprehend, the Things that are with- 
out, or have any Knowledge of them, but by 
the Senſes, through the Organs of the Body 
adapted to that End. The Mind within by 
theſe begins to take Notice of Things without; 
and every Creature and Thing, that we ſee and 
obſerve, exhibits its own Idea to the Senſe ; and 
as we grow up, more Objects are frequently pre- 
ſented, and the Mind, which hears, fees, taſtes, 
ſſmells, and handles, by the Organs of the Body, 
gradually becomes more and more furniſned with 
Ideas, which, in Time, it is enabled to collate 
and compare; and as the Underſtanding is by 
this Means enlarged, it now begins to attend to | 
Caufes and their Effects, and to form ſome Con- ä 
jectures of the Why and Why Not of Things, 7 
whence they are, why they are thus and not other- 2 
wiſe : And as they differ in their Forms, ſo like- 
wiſe in their Natures, Virtues, and Ends, it is hp 
the Mind and Underſtanding, being informed of AH 
the outward Creation by the Senſes, that deduces | = 
this Conſequence from thoſe Premiſes z That they, 
and we ourſelves alſo, muſt have an Author of 
our Being, All-wiſe, Almighty, Eternal and All- 
good, Holy, Righteous, Juſt, and True, worthy 
above all to be ſought after, known, loved, feared, 
honoured and obeyed: Yet as our firſt State in 
this World is only Animal, before we arrive at a 
competent Degree of Conſideration and Under- OO 
ſtanding, or Knowledge of ourſelves, or Value of cm 
our immortal Souls; we are by the perpetual Pre- = 
ſence of Objects adapted to our Senſes, and a na- 
tural Propenſity to purſue the Sight of the Eye, 
the Hearing of the Ear, and the Delights which 
the other Senſes, ſeated in the Natural Mind and 
Corporeal Frame can afford, and which are the 
B 2 | chief 
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chief Good and of the higheſt Eſteem in our View, 
as not having yet taſted of any thing of a ſuperior 
Nature or Kind; we are by -theſe (I ſay) fo 
ſtrongly habituated and biaſſed to the Purſuit of 
theſe Objects, (tho* moſt unworthy of our Pains) 
that we are apt to proceed in this Manner, with- 
out a due Search into ourſelves, what we are, and 
| why we were created, and produced here in this 
World, and by whom, and what the proper End 
of our Being, as if to no other Purpoſe but to 
gratify our Senſes, and live in ſenſual Pleaſures 
and Delights, as others the lower Animals do, 
and like the Brutes of the Field, which feed on 
the Fruits by the Roots of the Trees, and reſt 
under their Shades, and never look up. to ſee 
whence the Food and Shelter come, or conſider 
their own Being and End. 


Tavs the generality of Mankind live, for a 
Time, in this preſent World. Whilſt in this Man- 
ner of Being, they live and die, and are never 
acquainted with — But he that perſect- 
ly knows himſelf, perceives that Man is an 
Abridgment of the whole Creation of God, and 
has made a great Step towards knowing it: But 
if we are not able rightly to know ourſelves, How 
ſhould we come to the Knowledge of the Moſt 
High, our Creator? And if we could know all 
the Creation, and anatomize every Part. of the 
Matter of it, and diſtinctly account for the 25 

ner of its Coheſion and Exiſtence, and knew al 
that is poſſible to be known of it, and had Ga 
the Knowledge of the Angels of God in Heaven; 
tho* the Knowledge and Contemplation of Things 
in the Mind and Underſtanding affords an Intel- 
lectual Pleaſure, ſuperior to that of the Senſes ; 
yet all this would not render us compleatly happys 

even 
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even in this preſent World; we may live and 
die unhappy notwithſtanding: Neither would the 

gratifying of all our Senſes and Appetites, if 
—_ Account and with , alter the 
Caſe at all, ” 


WE purſue, with Diligence, thoſe Objects 
which promiſe us Delight in the Views we have 
of them at a Diſtance :. But when obtain'd, tho? 
with Difficulty and Hazard, and enjoy'd, they do 
not anſwer the Expectations we have form'd in 
our Imaginations concerning, them; but, periſh 
with the uſing, and we are diſappointed. It is 
therefore moſt proper that, as reaſonable Crea- 


_ tures, we purſue that Satisfaction, and thoſe 
Things, which are real, permanent, and ever- - 


laſting. - | | ( 


WHAT. is that, therefore, which makes Man- 
kind everlaſtingly happy, and gives him full Sa- 
tisfaction? It is the Knowledge of the Creator 


of all Things; of the true and living God, and 


not of the Things that are "un only. And it 
is the Lord himſelf, that, infinite Goodneſs 
and Mercy, ſo qualifies the Hearts and Minds of 
Mankind, . that we are made capable of knowing 
Him; and of being united to Him, and enjoying 
Him, through that bleſſed Medium which He, 
in his Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, hath been 


pleaſed to prepare. 


Ax p all that are come to any competent De- 
gree of Underſtanding, Thinking and Conſide- 


ration, may conclude, that ſince the Creator hath 


produced and appointed ſome Things agreeable 
unto us, as his Creatures, in which we have great 
Pleaſure and Delight, lawful and allowable, as 

| Objects 
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Objects and Subjects both of our Senſes and Un- 


derſtandings; how much greater Pleaſure and Sa- 
tisfaction, and more permanent and certain, muſt 


there be, in the Knowledge and Enjoyment of the 
Creator himſelf, who is the Root and Fulneſs of 
all Divine Pleaſure unſpeakable, and endureth un- 


changeably for ever. 


TE ſenſible Pleaſures created of God, and 
given unto Man in this Life, (not the falſe and 


counterfeit ones forged by Man) tho* agreeable. 


to his Nature and State, and juſtly and reaſonably 
proportion'd and bounded, are but for a ſhort 
Seaſon, and attended with ſuch Degrees of Alloy 


as often render them null: But when God is pleaſed 


fo to qualify the Mind of Man, that the Creator 
himſelf becomes the chief, if not only, Object of 
his Love, Deſire, and Contemplation, then Man 
finds in the Lord all that his Heart could de- 
fire or think, and more abundantly, according to 


a Saying of an experienced Man of God, Eye 


«© hath not ſeen, (faith he) nor Ear heard, neither 
have entered into the Heart of Man, the Things 


Which God hath prepared for them that love 
„Him.“ And if we love God, we ſhall like- 
wiſe love Mankind in the fame Love; for I re- 


*.% 
"C6. 


member what an Apoſtle of the Lord Chriſt ſaid, 

treating on that Subject, ** If a Man loveth not 
e his Brother whom he hath ſeen, how ſhall he 
** love God whom he hath not ſeen ?? 


Now what Way, and by what Means, ſhall 
we Mortals attain to this Experimental Knowledge 
of God, ſo needful and defirable, as the Per- 
fection and Eſtabliſhment of our Being? For 


when we look upon the Heavens and the Earth, 


and Thing that therein e, ſa far as we can be- 
hold 


„„ 
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* hold them, reaſoning from the Effects to the 
Z Cauſe, we conclude that He Is, and that He is 
= the Cauſe of all Things, and we cannot do other- 
wiſe as Rational Beings. And, contemplating 
God, we muſt needs determine, as Intelligent 
Creatures, That He hath all thoſe Divine Attri- 
butes we commonly attribute unto Him ; as that 
He is an Eternal, Incomprehenſible Spirit, or 
Mind, Omnipreſent, Omniſcient, Almighty, All- 
4 good, and Unchangeable : And that He hath all 
. Gooſe Moral Characters uſually aſcribed to Him in 
the holy Scriptures, as Righteouſneſs, Holineſs, 
Juſtice, Mercy, Truth, Faithfulneſs : Where alſo, 
atter the Manner of Men, even the Aﬀections and 
Paſſions of Mortals are aſcribed to Him, as An- 
ger, Hatred, Fury, Revenge, Jealouſy ; as alſo 
Corporeal Parts and Shapes, as Head, Arms, 
Hands, Feet ; whereas thoſe Human Properties 
and Parts (conſidered as in Men) are not really 
and formally in God, but in the * by 
whom He worketh, 


Bur tho” the Earth ſets forth his Handy-work, 
and the Heavens his Power and Glory ; and tho? 
the holy Scriptures report of the Moſt High thoſe 
Things that are true, yet all this (as to us Mor- 

| tals) is but as an Hiſtorical Account, der a Re- 

port; for we ſtill remain, in Point of Experience, 

x ignorant of Him of whom it is thus declared, 
tho we have believed it as we ought. We are at 
a Diſtance ſtill ; there is a vaſt Chaſm, and as a 
fixed Gulf between the Creator and us, all theſe 
things notwithſtanding, 


Tux Scripture declares, 2s from the Mouth of 
Chriſt, that God is a Spirit, and we believe it; 


but who can conceive any proper Idea of a Spirit 
. | by | 
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by the Word, what He is, and how He appears 
tothe Mind ? He 1s only known to the Mind by 
his own Influences, through a holy Medium of 
his own adapting 3. by the ſenſible Operation and 
Effects of his Wiſdom and Power there. And 
as every Object exhibits its own proper Idea to the 
Eye, and declares itſelf thereby in the Light, as 
a proper and neceffary Medium of ſeeing, with- 
out which we could not have form'd any Idea of 
Things at all; fo likewiſe we can form no Idea 
of God, but what he Himſelf is pleaſed to give, 
and in what Manner, and by what Medium ſo- 
ever He makes Himſelf known ; and is to all 
Mankind whatever He pleaſes to appear to be, 
and that is according to the various States of Men: 
And to the Faithful, Holy, Sincere, and Obe- 
dient, He is Love; but to the Unfaithful, Un- 


clean, Hypocrites, 4 Diſobedient, He is a con- 


ſuming Fire and Deſtroyer; and we are one to 


another whatever He thinks proper to make us. 


| 

Anp I give you a Simile in the Works of 
God; that as we can form no Idea of the Body 
of the Sun in the Firmament of Heaven but what 
himſelf exhibits, nor can we ſee him but by the 
Efflux of his own Light, as from its proper Cen- 
ter, which darting upon the Eye when in its Recti- 
tude, directs it to the Object: And as we have 
no Words, or Means, by which we can convey a 
proper Idea of Light to the Underſtanding of one 
that is born blind, or the Manner of its diſcover- 
ing Objects to the Sight; even ſo, there are no 
Words in any Language I am acquainted with, 
whereby we can convey the Idea we conceive of 
God, by his own Act of manifeſting, to any other, 
but to ſuch only as have the like Ideas from the 


ſame manner of Appearance in themſelves. 
5 WX 
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Wr expreſs abundance of Words concerning 
God, and the Thin ings of God, very little under · 
ſtood by the greateſt Part of Mankind to whom 


9 
. 


we ſpeak : Therefore we direct all to the Lord 


himſelf, that He may teach them true Knowledge 
and Wiſdom; the Knowledge of Himſelf, in a 
State of Retirement, and in the Silence of Al the 
Imaginations, Cogitations, Agtations, Deſires, 
Aﬀettions; Paſhons and Hurries of the Natural 
Mind, which is ever in Action and fluctuating, 
paſſing from Object to Object, till the Almighty, 
by the Manifeſtation of his Eternal Word, and 
the Influences of his Holy Spirit and Grace, com- 
mands Silence in the Mind, inſpires her with Un- 
derſtanding, and works a Change there. 


God ſpeaks to the Underſtanding by the Ope- 
ration of the Word of his Divine Power, by re- 
vealing the Things of God through the Inſhinirg 
of the Eternal Light thereof in the Mind: And 
when the Moſt High ſo qualifies the Mind, by his 


Work of Sanctification therein, that He himſelf 


becomes the only Object, and the Mind is ſettled 
and ſtayed upon Him alone; then all the Crea- 
tures of God, and all the Enjoyment of them, is 
loft; for the Time, and of no Regard, in Com- 
pariſon of the Great and Glorious Creator of all, 


and the divine and unutterable Peace, Joy, and 


Conſolation found in Him, even in this preſent 
World, ſo far as our preſent Mode of Being gan 
bear hi Earneſt and ture Evidence” of the Ful- 


_ nefs,” when Time to us here ſhall be no more. 


I xow proceed with what is further before mg, 
as J may have Aſſiſtance, by the Grace of God, 
and Utterance ; for we ſpeak, from Time to 


Time, thoſe Things thatare We opened itt 
C our 


+ 344, Þ* 44- 


%. 


our Minds and Underſtandings, without any par- 
ticular Application to any one; the Lord himſelf, 
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knowing every State, directs Matters to parti- 


cular Perſons, or to the General, as it = Sis 


Him. 


ISA vi that Mankind are Jeong, be- 
ing miſled by their own Senſes and ſenſual Appe- 
tites, into the Love of the Creatures, (Things 


without them) and themſelves, and ſo become 


Strangers and alienated from the Life of God, 

through their own Darkneſs and Corruptions; 
and peradventure the greateſt Patt of all that are 
here have been ſo, as well as myſelf : Yet ſtill we 
find ſomething, in ourſelves, admoniſhing us of 
our Miſtakes, | in our Courſe through this World ; 

and we ought, to reflect, and conſider. what this 
is, which many times ſurprizes us with the Re- 


membrance of Things paſt, Which we had forgot 


for ſome. Tears. 

Tu Is. is; . 2 who has wrote "ak all our F Fail- 
ings, as it were, in his Book. ; and he opens the 
Leaves thereof, and ſhews us all the Errors of our 
Lives, and brings every Thing to Remembrance 
in. our Minds and Underſtandings, one Thing 
after another; and then, and not till then, we 


have a right Foundation for Repentance and Sor- 


row for Sin, (for he who never ſees his Sins, can 
never 9 — 9 and then, as the Apoſtle faith, 
& Sin becomes exceeding ſinful; they are ever 
before us, ſo that the Mind becomes thereby heavy 


laden and oppreſſed. 


"Axd. then, and not dll * we UL are 
willing to cry for a Saviour; O Lord, a Saviour, 


or IL. am undone for ever! Hoy then comes the 


Knowledge 
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Knowledge of Sin? It is through the Love of 
God, who is not willing that any ſhould live, and 
die, and periſh therein. It is made manifeſt by 
the Brightneſs of that All-diſcovering Holy Me- 
dium, which the Moſt High Father of all hath 
mercifully provided for that great and bleſſed 
End ; that Mankind might be redeemed, made 
free from Sin, and the Corruptions of the Mind 
through ſenſual Luſts. 


Wx all muſt own, that the Wiſdom of God 
is Himſelf, the Power of God is Himſelf, the 
Spirit of God is Himſelf:. He is that Eternal 
Spirit, and was never without his Wiſdom and 
Power from Everlaſting. He, therefore, hath 
been pleaſed to aſſume, and unite unto Himſelf, 
the whole Human Nature; not only the Intelli- 
gent Reaſonable Mind, but alſo the Mortal Part 
of Man, which is the Body, by which He might 
come near unto Mankind, in- our own Nature 
and Likeneſs, under the Character and Name of 
Jeſus Chriſt, who in the holy Scripture is called 
the Wiſdom of God, and the Power of God; and 
by Jobn the Evangeliſt is called the Word of 
God, by whom the World was made, and all 
Things that therein are. And J conclude none is 
ſo weak as to think the Body of Chriſt is the 
Wiſdom and Power of God, but a miraculous 
Effect of that Cauſe, and as the Apoſtle compares 
it, is as a Veil, whereby he veiled his Divine Na- 
ture, for a Time, from every Eye. | 


Ap the Human Mind, or Reaſonable Soul 
of Chriſt, is likewiſe a Veil, but of a more ex- 
cellent Kind than the Body, tho* congenial with 
> the Intellectual Mind of Mankind, “ for he was 
in all Points tempted like as we are, yet with- 
1 | C 2 <« out 
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t out Sin, n to the Language of holy 
Writ). 


Gop ewrellech in inacceſſible Divine Light, 
which no Eye can penetrate, which no Soul can 
with open Face behold ; therefore the Lord hath 

condeſcended to yeil his Glory, by aſſuming a Hu- 
man Mind, eſſentially united to Himſelf, thereby 
accommodating Him ſo to the Mind of Man, as 
to appear and be manifeſted therein; and He who 
thus appears is the true God, as it is written, 
„God who in the Beginning commanded Light 
<* to ſhine out of Darkneſs, hath ſhined into our 
Hearts, to give us the Light of the Knowledge 
<* of the Glory of God, in the Face lar Ap- 

* pearance) of Jeſus Chriſt. ” 


Ix the Minds of Mankind he diſcovers to our 
Underſtandings whatever is proper for us to know 
of Himſelf, or our Duty toward Him, and one 
toward another. The Lord begins with ſmall 
Things, wherein if we are faithful and obedient, 
he makes more and more of Himſelf and che En- 
Joyment of his Divine Preſence and Goodneſs, 
and his juſt and holy Ways, known unto us ; but 
# we err and diſobey, tho' but in ſmall Things, 


the Mind is oppreſſed thereby, till we return and 


amend, 


Tuis is the beginning of the Manifeſtation of 
the Law. of the Spirit of Life, which makes free 
from the Law of Sin and Death, the Revelation 
of the Mind of Chriſt. He manifeſts in the 
Minds of Mankind ſuch. Things as are proper, 
according to our ſeveral Degrees and Capacities, 
beginning with little low Things, as a School- 
malter, till we are capable of more, and then 

gradually 
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gradually He opens in us the Myſteries of his 


Kingdom. He that hates Inſtruction, hates the 
Inſtructor, according to what he ſaith under the 
Character of Wiſdom, ** How long, ye ſimple 
<« ones, will ye love Simplicity, and ye Fools 
<« hate Knowledge? Turn ye at my Reproef, 


and I will pour forth of my Spirit upon you.“ 


THEREFORE hear the Reproof of Inſtruction 
in your Minds and Underſtandings, that the Spirit 
of Wiſdom may be poured forth upon you; that 
you may firſt become Proficients and perfect an all 
moral Righteouſneſs and Duties, by the Dictates 
of this Wiſdom, which if we deſpiſe and refuſe, 
we never can attain ; and then, as the Lord Jeſus 
hath ſaid, <*, If you have not been faithful in the 
<*< unrighteous Mammon, who will make you 
* Rulers over greater Riches ?” 


Is Men are not righteous and juit one toward 
another in Temporal Things, How can they ex- 


pect the Divine Influences of the Immortal Spirit 


and Power of God, the true and eternal Riches ? 
If we are not faithful to the Diſcoveries and Dic- 


tates of the Law of the Spirit of Lite, the Light 


of the Divine Word, manifeſted in our Minds, 
How can we expect to experience the Effuſion of 
Divine Love in our Hearts, which is the greateſt 
Blefling and higheſt Attainment Human Kind are 
capable of in this Life? This is that Eternal Life, 
this is the Grace of God which is come by Chriſt, 
and is of an everliving Nature; but if Man re- 
fuſes this, and goes on from one Evil to another, 
he rejects that Eternal Life, and by Degrees de- 
generates more and more, till he becomes alto- 
gether ſenſual as a brute Beaſt, as it is written; 
The Spirit of a Beaſt goes downward, but the 

| Spirit 
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Spirit of a Man goes upward.” For the Man 
that aſcends by Degrees of Virtue and Holineſs, 
one Degree after another, till he comes to be 
united unto God, through Chriſt the blefſed Me- 
dium, in whom is the Fulneſs of all Divine Vir- 
tue, that Soul hath the Enjoyment of the Divine 
Preſence in this World, in a Manner not to be 


expreſſed by the Language of Men or Angels. 


In this great City there are many Temptations, 
and Opportunities to hurtful Things ; and I have 
ſometimes conſidered the Youth among us to be 
in great Danger of Corruption thereby : But the 
Holy Spirit of God ſtrives with you, and would 
gather every Soul to Himſelf O] therefore con 
ſider your ſelves, and know your own Inclina- 
tions, Thoughts and Imaginations ! what they 
are upon, what they are ſeeking after, whereunto 
they tend, whether toward Good or Evil, to the 


Right Hand or to the . the broad or narrow 


Way. 


Some are ſo bent toward the mean, low, and 
ſordid Pleaſures of an animal and ſenſual Life, 
that they could even wiſh, for the Sake thereof, 
that they had no future State; and ſome are ready 
to wiſh, O! that I were but as that little Bird upon 
the Tree, that I might go where I pleaſe, and do 
what I will, without any Account of my Actions 
in this World, or in another, 1f there be any yet 
to come! There is nothing more dreadful, and 
to which a reaſonable thinking Mind is more 
averſe, than to remain without the Knowledge of 
God, and not to believe a future Stare. I have 


often thought any tolerable Being is better than 


none at all; I would therefore have your Minds ſo 
ennobled, as to contemplate the Divine Being, 
conſider 
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confider the Great Creator, and how much betger 
it 1s to become acquainted with Him, become like 


Him, and to live for ever with Him, and in his 


Favour, - than to be annihilated. It is no ſmall 
Matter, indeed, to be acquainted with God, ſo as 
to be united unto Him; it is the greateſt Ad- 
vancement that the Nature of Man is capable of. 


As concerning Moral Precepts, and all the 
Commandments of God, they are given altogether 
for our Good, and it is our higheſt Intereſt to ob- 
ſerve them. It is the good Pleaſure of God that 
Mankind ſhould live ſocially and amicably, and 
therefore he hath given us ſocial Precepts; and 
that we may be able to do them, He hath 
breathed into our Souls the Breath of Life from 
Himſelf. When the Love of God is ſhed abroad 
in the Heart of Man, it raifes the Soul to God, as 
its firſt and chief Object; and then likewiſe it 
flows forth toward Mankind, in every Duty of 
Friendſhip and Kindneſs; and Heaven will be 
upon Earth, when that Part of the Prayer which 


Chriſt taught his Diſciples is come to paſs, Thy 


„Will be done on Earth, as it is in Heaven:“ 
Tho' many are daily uſing theſe Words, and 
ſeeming to pray, and yet do not believe that it 
ever an be; and what is not of Faith is Sin: ” 
But if it had not been poſſible, and the Mind and 
Purpoſe. of the Father, that Mankind ſhould, in 


due Time, be advanced into ſuch a State in this 


Life, as to do the Will of God on Earth, fo far 
as made manifeſt and required, and according to 
the Mode and, End of their Being here, Chriſt 
would not have taught his Diſciples to pray after 
that Manner, Thoſe will be glorious Days- in- 
deed, and if we can attain to that State in our 
Time, we ſhall be Examples to others our Co- 
| temporaries, 
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temporariesꝭ and thoſe that may ſucceed vs in Ages 
yet to come. 


Al the Angels of God? in Heaven, the Sera- 
phims and Cherubims, and Spirits of juſt Men 
made perfect there, the General Aſſembly and 
Church of the Firſt-born, © continually do the 
Will of God, and rejoice without ceaſing, in be- 
holding the Face of their Heavenly Father, their 
Creator; they ſurrender their Crowns at the Feet 
of God and the Lamb, the Redeemer and Saviour 
of Mankind. 


W̃ꝝ are ſatisfied —6 85 of the Truth of the 


Being of God, by the Works of his Creation 
without us, and by our own Exiſtence, as not ori- 
ginally Self. productive: Let us not reſt here, but 


alſo ſeek after the Knowledge of God, that we 


may be acquainted with Him, and enjoy his Di- 


vine Preſence, in a State of Reconciliation and 


Acceptance with Him; which is not by any thing 
that we ourſelves, of ourſelves, can do, but by che 
Work of God in us. 


Tas firſt Work of God in Man, in order to 


this Knowledge, is, to convince him of the Errors 


of Life, and of his Ignorance, by his Divine 
Light, Wiſdom, or Power ; and the firſt Work 


of the Mind of Man i is, to believe, traſt, and con- 


fide therein, as its immediate Objedt ; as it is 
written, This is the Work of God, that you 
believe in Him whom God hath ſent.” Again, 
<© Believe in the Light, that you may be Children 
<*« of Light :” That is, Children of God, who is 
that Light. It is neceſſary therefore, chat Man- 
kind firſt believe in the Divine convincing Power, 
or cnt working? in themſelves: As it is alfo 
ſaid, 
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lai -4 God was in Chrift, reconciling the 
«© World unto Himſelf, of two making one new 
« Man, and fo making Peace. 


Many are upon the Wing in this preſent Age, 
flying from the Divine Truth, which they reject, 
and laying hold of their own Reaſon, as fuffcient 
for them in the Things of God, and Knowledge 
of Him. Doſt thou think, F riend, that thy Rea- 
ſon is the Eternal Divine Word and Wiſdom of 
God, by whom the Worlds were made? Thou 


wilt hardly adventure to ſay ſo, upon a ſolid, 


Thought. Thy Reaſon, if thou knoweſt what 
it is, thou wilt find to be a Conſtituent Part, or 
Property, of thy own Being as a Creature, thou 
canſt not be a Man without it and thy Underſtand- 
ing. Thy Reaſon or Underſtanding is a Property 
efſential to thyſelf, not Self-informing, nor Self- 
ſufficient in the Knowledge of God, of whom thy 
Reaſon can form no Idea adequate to his Eternal 
Being. Thou muſt be under the Dictates of a 
Superior, and not thyſelf. He who informs, and 


he who is informed, are not the ſame : The Crea- 


tor is not the Creature, nor is the Creature the 
Creator : Thou with thy Reaſon art a Creature, 
and a weak one too ; the Divine informing Light 
and Wiſdom, the Eternal Logos, (what Words 
ſhall I ufe to be underſtood ?) is thy Creator; thou 
muſt learn of Him, and not of thyſelf; thou 
muſt deny thyſelf, and be his Diſciple : Ir is He 


that inſpires the Underſtanding with Divine 


Knowledge and Wiſdom. 


Tux Lord God is Eternal unapproachable 
Light, and thou with all thy Reaſoning, and 
Self-agitation and Cogitation, art Darkneſs, until 
He himſelf ale in "thee, as the * of 

D ſeven 
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ſeven D: 5 And give thee Light. and Underſtand- 
ing. The Divine Wiſdom and Power is diſtin& 
from all Creatures: I know very well what I ſay, 
and therefore. ſpeak it, boldly ;. for I had Reaſon, 
and could reaſon as other Men, concerning God 
and the Things of God, of whom I had heard 
and read, and 12 againſt this May before I 
knew What it was, as many now do, and before I 
tknew the. Truth of God as a Director of Man- 
kind, or that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is that Truth 


'and Infoemer. 


* Schtfz Men a argue very perverſly by their Rea- 


ſon, or. what. they call fo ; which being baffled 
and depraved through ſenſual Luſts, is enſlaved 
and made ſubſervient to the Accompliſhment of 
them, ſo that they mean Senſuality when they fay 
Reaſon. 


Now: 1 —— have all you young ones to be 
careful and circumſpect, for it is for your ſakes 
that I am thus concerned at this Time that you 
may all truſt in the Living God, and not lean to 
your own Underſtandings as Natural Creatures, 
but embrace the Truth freely, and be not aſhamed 
of the Heart-tendering Work of it in you; for 
he that is aſhamed of the Work and Word of 
God, rejects it, and that Eternal Life that comes 
by 2 and of him will the Lord be aſhamed, 
and will reject him in that Day, when all Nations 
ſhall ſtand before the dreadful Throne of. his! Eteęr- 
nal Judgment, to receive Sentence and Reward, 
en as their Worles have been. 


44 ; + #% 40 +44 _ 


Iwo have you conſider therefore youre own 
Minds, with all che, Faculties and Properties of 


them, and your own Thoughts, and know them, 
and 
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and what you receive for Truth in that Ground : 
Seek for a more certain and excellent Guide and 
Director, ſomething that can inform your Under- 
ſtandings with Certainty, that will rectify all Er- 
rors in you, and bring you forth in his own Image, 
in the Nature of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Your 
Minds will then come to be inveſted, indued, an 
adorned with all the Powers of the Croſs again 
your Animal Corruptions ; the ſweet Propertics 
and Qualities of the Human Nature of the Son 
of God you will be Partakers of, and of the Divine 
Nature in Him: You will love God above all, yoh 
will love all Mankind and hate none : You wil 
be ſocial, for in the Son of God are all the Per- 
ſections of the Human Nature exalted and glo- 
rified, and in him are hid all the Treaſures of 
Wiſdom and Knowledge, the Fulneſs of the God- 
head Subſtantially or Eſſentially: I ſhall there- 
fore direct and leave you unto Him. Look t 
your own Standing and Perſeverance, that ſo you 
may be united unto God, that He may become 
your Life, and you live in Him, and with Him, 
for evermore. To God therefore, I ſay, and to 
the Word of his Grace, to the Conduct of Divine 
Wiſdom, Love and Goodneſs, which leadeth in 
the Way of Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, I deſire 
to leave you and reſign myſelf, that we all ma) 
be transformed into the Image of God, and fing 
Praiſes unto Him whilſt here in this preſent World, 
and in that which is to come, Thankſgiving and 
Honour, Dominion and Glory, unto Him who 
is worthy, both now and to all —_ 
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A DISCOURSE delivered at the 
 Meeting- Houſe in Gracechurch-ſtreet , 
London, Auguſt 14, 1737. | 
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i "GER F we can ſpare Time from the Mul- 
* 2 = titude ; of Thoughts and Hurries in 


2 > — our Minds concerning the Things of 

"pl +I this World, we ſhall find . our 
REDS Minds are moſt of all engaged in, 

— our Deſires moſt after, whether tending more | 1 


toward Good or Evil. 


TRERE 


29 5 kalt drawn 
£ njoyment 
of — — into the Love of Himſelf and the 


Creatures, and Diſobedience to his Maker; which 


reminds me of that Say ing of the Lord Jaſus Chriſt, 

« A Mary's Foes ſhall be they of his own Hqu ſe- 
« hold: Which may be applied to the Nil 
Thoughts and Deſires of the Heart, as well as to 
Domeſticks and Relations, in another Vale with- 


out W. 
Evi Thoughts are as ſo many Images and Re- 


preſentations of hurtful Things in the Imagination; 


and when ſuch are entertained in the Mind till the 


Deſires be inflamed, that is Evil in the Nature 


Tendency of it, and Sin in the Sight t of God, 
if it ſhould never be brought forth into Word or 
Action; according to that Saying: of an Apoſtle 
of Chriſt, ** Luſt conceived brings forth Sin; and 
= Sin, when it is finiſhed, brings forth Death.“ 


Axd, according to the Doctrine of Chriſt, all 
Sin begins in che Thoughts, and defiles the Mivd 
and fo long as the Mind of Mankind remains de- 
filed, it can never be united unto God, nor ac- 
cepted of him. When the Pharijees pleaſed and 
valued Themſelves upon ag Outſide Cleanneſs, in 
Waſhing of Hands, and divers other like Clean- 
ſings, they ſeem to have been generally ignorant 
of this Inward Defilement, e's Need of Inward 
Wafhing; J therefore the Lord Chriſt reprov them, 
ſaying; Not that which goes into the Mouth 
3 dekllech a Man, hut that which is ch out of 

„the Mouth, this defileth a Man. 401. xv. 
18, 
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18, 19. Janes] Iii. 6. For Out of the Heart 
; proceed £0 ol Thoughts ” Flere tlie Son of God, 
wp knows i Fearts of Men, and What is in Nan, 
begins at the Root of all Evil in us: Out of the 
Heart, proceed Evil Thoughts, and Murder, Adul- 
fery, Förnicätiön, Thelts, Falfcritriefs, und di 
vers other groſs Sins he there inientions. | 


* D All Things inconlitent with the Mind and 


Atiributẽs of God, are friſt preſerited in the Ima- 
Pine; and as the Deſires of us Mortals are en- 


indled towird any Thing inconſiſtent with Him, 


Which, broughr forth into ) Word or Action, would 


be Frartful, and Deſtructive to ourſelves, or one 
angther; as 'He who knows all Things, every the 
"moſt ſecret K. bought, Imagination, Deſife and 


Purp ole of the Heart, whether Good or Evil. 


Toke ever fully open to Him; as "He Toveth All 


Mankind, He often premoniſhes us of the Evilsof 
this World, and the Conſequences of them before , 
Wer and reproyes and condemins-us in our own 


earts for, them when finiſhed-or committed.;” 
Þ oving in Well-doing, or abſtaining from "Er, 
Jy a ſenſible Conſolation, ariſing from his 'Colite- 
nance and good Preſence; And this the Lofd doth 
by the Operation of his Holy Spirit, Word, or 
divine effential Truth, (which is the fares theo? ex- 
preſs'd in divers Teffhs,) that coming thereby 
to the Knowledge of Evil, we may repent and 
. it, be redeemed from it, and eſcape; the 
future dreadful  Corilgquences, of perſiſting therein, 
and of being cut off from God and the. Joys of 
"his Salvation, and determined under Condemnation 
for ever; and that wWe may -be, advanced above 
What we are by Nature f in the firſt State, and be- 


come like unto God, in all Righteouſneſs, Holi- 
' neſs, Goodneſs and Truth: For God never gave a 


Law 
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Law to Mankind but with a View to the Good of 
Man, that the Nature of Man might be advanced 
above what it was, and that he might be preſerv'd 
and redeemed from theſe Enemies, and from all 
the miſerable Conſequences of ſubmitting to them, 
Joining with them, and cleaving to them, and be- 
ing incorporated with them. 


Al Evil is ſeated i in the Mind; _- tho? the 
Body and Mind be connected by Divine Wiſdoq 
and Power, and are one Man for the Time of 


Union, yet we ſee they are ſeparable; and then the 


Mind ſubſiſting in a ſeparate State, remains pro- 
perly the Man in another Mode of Being; and 
when the Mind is departed, the Body ſoon cor- 
rupts, diſſolves, loſes its Form, and returns to 
Earth, properly and truly ſo: But. during the 
Union of Body and Mind we are in a State of Pro- 
bation, and may all poſſibly be reconciled unto 
God, renouncing theſe His and Our Enemies, and 
be ſaved. Yer if we give way to evil Deſires and 
Actions, and the Mind continues to be thereby 
defiled, and in a Manner incorporated and united 
therewith, we may arrive at laſt to ſuch a diſmal 
State, as that our Minds can never be ſeparated 
therefrom, or ſaved, or have the Enjoyment of 
the good Preſence of God, in a State of Reconci- 
liation with him in Eternal Bliſs. 


Max's own evil Deſires, when they have ob- 
tained ſo far the Aſcendant over him as to be in- 
corporated with his Mind, which is of an immor- 
tal Nature, as they are often his Tormenters even 
in this Life, ſo they may continue to be in Eternity, 
when the Union between the Body and Mind is 

diſſolved. 
To 


2 * * 
Fes. 
D FIC 
2 — 2 
"mo 8 1 1 
Sg gt I 2 g 
wo a * p 
LL ing = 
< -- 0 Bs — 
4, oat ye. * 
* 8 A: kg . . nl 
AST Tae "= ” x 
WA x Yor! 2 mu 
I Le Ta 44 


RAY . n KP * 
+. * P BUT S F - YI 

2 . 2 S INT oh 2 4 

1 r 22 8 * 

TOE ot NS AT > * A 8 1 

e 4 3 "5; 7 6 Ox 4 T4 «a cx | 1 * & 


N 1 
* I nx 9 
n . N x N 
9 . oy — 4 as | - —— 
= 3 e * 22 "<0 [ 
. — e . 1 
0 . : > . 8 
IE * — SST n * 
** = 3 * * om _—= WF RT 2 £ _ 1 # — He "7; — = 
2 Fi, > > ph os he. - — k 1 N So _— EE - N 4 
_ Ca e ee * 1 OT * . n 2 7 
* 


2 5 1 A 8 
8 CTY Tn 


2 AO a 


dd pa - 4 — — Jn 5 > 8 > AZS 
= A Wo. . 2 „ 42.5 * . * Y 
8 ac” 3 I 3 n 1 * 
* 2 RE. 1 * . 1 —_—_— En * "x >, ny 
i 4 5 N " n ** 


Ly 


Unaſſiſted by the SPIRIT. 33 


To illuſtrate this Matter, I will ſuppoſe that a 
Man hath a violent Defire, and moſt ardent Luft 
to know ſuch and ſuch Things as are neither, pro- 
per or poſſible for him ever to know or to\poſ- 
ſeſs any Thing which is improper for him, and 
which he can never obtain: If he ſnould die in 
that State, and his Mind be for ever fixed in that 
Condition, thoſe Deſires remaining in his Mind 


for ever, after departed from the Body, would be 
Tormenters ſufficient, without any other Puniſh- 


ment, and render that Soul, ſufficiently unhappy 
to all Eternity; ſo that Sin, and the Conſequences 
of it, is a Puniſhment ſufficient in its own Nature, 
if there were no other. Violent Deſires therefore 
after what cannot be obtained, or, being poſſible, 
is inexpedient or unlawful, and conſequently 
hurtful, are to be avoided, and ſhunned,. and 
ſuppreſſed in their firſt Appearance in the Mind, 
leſt they increaſe by Indulgence or Neglect, have 
the Aſcendant and Reign in the Mind, ſo as that 
they cannot be ſubdued. 

We ſee a great many Things here in this World 
which we deſire, and do not obtain; and if we 
had them, they would be really hurtful to us, 
though not ſo in their own Nature, but ſo unto us 
by reaſon of our Miſapplication and Abuſe” of 


them, or ourſelves, or one another in them; and 


therefore God, in Goodneſs and Mercy, is come 
near unto the Minds of Mankind, or, rather, has 
brought us near unto Himſelf, through that holy 


and bleſſed Medium whom he hath prepared, and 


by whom he convinceth the Heart ot Man, and 
directs him to the Choice of the beſt Things; that 
is, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by his Inward and Spi- 
ritual Appearance; of whom I may ſpeak a little 

E | as 
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as he may be pleaſed to make Way in my Under- 
ſtanding, and give me Strength and Utterance; 


and I would not have it to be to any of you in 
valn. 


WE Mortals do naturally deſire after Know- 
ledge ; and it is good, well apply'd to the uſeful 


Things of this Life; and we have heard many ex- 


cellent Sayings, on divers Subjects and Occaſions, 
during our Time in this World, concerning Mat- 
ters of the higheſt Importance, and have likewiſe 
read of them; yet many of them we may not have 
underſtood, and forgot moſt of them through 
Negligence, or Diſreliſn. 


BxESIPD ES, if through much Labour, Coſt, and 

Diligence, we have attained to great Knowledge 
in many Things; and think ourſelves Wiſe and 
Learned, and therefore ſet a high and Over- value 
upon ourſelves, and are thereby exalted and 
pufted up, and are alſo eſteemed of others, as 
Men of Letters, Underſtanding and Knowledge : 
What would all this avail? Or of what Uſe would 


it be in a future State? For we muſt ſoon be di- 
veſted of Mortal Bodies, through whoſe Organs we 


have attained ſuch Knowledge, ſeated in a Natural 
or Carnal Mind; and then all that Knowledge 


will end as a Flaſh, vaniſh, and be of Uſe to us 
no more, 


LEr us therefore hearken to the Divine Voice 
of the Moſt High, our Creator himſelf, by whom 
we are graciouſly invited to the moſt excellent, ne- 
ceſſary, and permanent Knowledge, wherein we 
cannot offend him ; that Knowledge which is 
accompany'd with Life Eternal, and will remain 
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ſettled in the pure Mind to all Eternity, and 1s to 
be learned and had of God only, who hath ſaid, 


« Be ſtill, and know that I am God: I. will be 
&« exalted among the Heathen, I will be exalted. 


> Moſt High will exalt Himſelf, or manifeſt His 
eternal Power, Excellency and Exaltation, as the 
Creator and Upholder of all Things, in all Na- 
tions, and in all People throughout the Earth, in 
his own Time, 


4 Bur what Kind of Sillneſ do you think this is? 
We are all Still in this Meeting; we have been ſo 
a conſiderable Time, and can do the like when we 
* pleaſe; and good Manners, and Regard one to 
another as Men, on ſuch Occaſions, will induce 

as to be ſilent, as to any outward Noiſes, Inde- 
cCencies, or Diſturbance; but the Stillneſs, or Si- 
* lence, which God requires, is of the Mind; from 

all the Hurries, and Runnings, and Willings, and 

Imaginations of Mankind, that have any Manner 

of Tendency toward Evil: Silence of the clamo- 

rous Importunities of the Deſires in the Heart, 
ſave toward God only, in a humble Reſignation of 

Mind and Will unto Him, 1n a pure Act of Hope, 

Faith and Love: That ſo the Lord himſelf may 
be heard in the Mind, as we are attentive to the 

Operations, and: ſoft and tender Whiſperings of 
the Holy Spirit of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whereby 
he does inform the Underſtanding, and reveal 
himſelf and the Father; for this is Life Eternal, 
ſaith Chriſt, to know Thee, the only true God, 
and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. This Stillneſs 
therefore is in Order to that Knowledge, 


2 AGAIN, 


« in the Earth.” It is by this Knowledge the 
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AGAIN, No Man knoweth the Son but the 
& Father, neither knoweth any Man the Father, 
„ ſave the Son, and he to whomſoever the Son 
cc will reyeal him.” Let us therefore examine 
ourſelves, and confider theſe Sayings, every one for 
one; what do I know of theſe Things? Many of 
us may and do believe theſe Things, as we read 


them in the holy Scriptures of Truth, or hear them; 


but what do we experience? Do we know that the 


Father ſpeaks in the Secret of the Hearts of 


Men by the Voice of his Son Chriſt, the Holy 
Spirit of Chriſt; the Divine Wiſdom and Power 
by whom He created the Worlds, cloathed with a 
holy human Mind, congenial to the Minds of 
Mankind in their priſtine State? 


Wx ſee what the Lord Chriſt ſaith of himſelf ; 
he calls himſelf the TxuTH; I am the Way 
(faith he) and the Truth, and the Life: No Man 


cometh unto the Father hut by Me. If ye had 


known me, ye ſhould have known my Father 


* alſo: And from henceforth ye know him, and 


“ have ſeen him.” He is the Way to God the 
Father, the Truth, and Divine and Eternal Life, 


DiveRs of the Prophets of God, eſpecially 
Tfaiah and Daniel, by the Spirit of Chriſt whjch 
was in them, prophefied of the Coming of Chriſt 
to the Jews, many Hundreds of Years before 
came, ſo clearly and plain, as if they had rath 
been writing Hiſtories of Things paſt, than pfo- 
pheſying'of Things to come: And he came ac- 
cordingly in the Fleſh, born of the Virgin Mary, 
and appeared among them for a Time, and in 
Him were fulfilled all the Prophecies concerning 
the Messiah. And having finiſhed all other 
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the great Ends of his Coming ; in the Concluſion 
of all, he yielded up his precious Soul upon the 
Croſs, a propitiatory and acceptable Sacrifice, 
declaratory of the Love and Mercy, of the Father 
to the whole World. 


Bur a little before his Departure, he foretold 
his Diſciples of another Adminiſtration, and more 


Divine Manner of Appearance of Himſelf than 


that was, to thoſe who believed in Him, and fol- 
lowed Him. You may read, at your Leiſure, in 
the 14th, 15th and 16th Chapters of Fohn the 


Evangelift, many Divine and Spiritual Sayings of 


the Son of God, for your Information concerning 
the Father and Himſelf. ** It is expedient for 
«© you (ſaid he) that IJ go away; for if I go not 
« away, the Comforter will not come unto you; 
but if I depart, I will fend him unto you: 
And when he is come, he will reprove (or 
* convince) the World of Sin, of Righteouſ- 
C neſs, and of Judgment: Of Sin, becauſe they 
believe not in me,” &c. Chap. xvi. 7, 8, 9. 
Again, I will pray the Father, and He fhall 
give you another Comforter, that he may abide 
e with you for ever; even the Spirit of Tru rn, 
„ whom the World cannot receive, becauſe it 
«© ſeeth him not, neither knoweth him; but ye 
* know him, for he dwelleth with you, and ſhall 
© be in you. I will not leave you comfortleſs, 
56. I will come to you, Yet a little while and the 
Wonlp ſeeth me no more; but ye ſee me: 
«© becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo. At that Day 
ye ſhall know, that J am in my Father, and 
you in me, and I in you. He that hath my 
* Commandments, and keepeth them, he it is 
A that loveth me; and he that loveth me ſhall 

y cc be 


Ta barn 


38 The Inſufficiency of REASON 


se be loved of my Father, and I will love him, 
e and will manifeſt myſelf unto him. Theſe 
things have I ſpoken unto you, being yet pre- 
« ſent with you: But the Comforter, which 1s 
e the Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father will ſend in 
e my Name, he ſhall teach you all things, and 
e bring all things to your Remembrance, what- 
<<. ſpever Iihave faid unto you,” Jobn xiv. ver. 
16, 17, to 26, incluſive, 


HERE Chriſt was with his Diſciples as Man, 
and they faw him Face to Face, as we ſee one 
another, and he talked with them familiarly and 
graciouſly on thoſe Divine and moſt important 
Subjects. It is expedient for you that I go 
„% away: Why was his Departure, as to his Bodily 
Preſence, ſo expedient for them? That depart- 
ing, as to his Bodily Preſence, which was to be 
but for a ſhort Time, he might thereby make 
Way for a more excellent Diſpenſation and Ap- 
pearance of Himſelf, inwardly in Spirit, as he is 
Life Eternal, and the true Comforter. Can any 
one doubt therefore who this Divine Comforter is ? 
Sure it is no other than Chriſt himſelf in Spirit; 
for the ſame who is the TRV TH, is the Spirit of 
Truth. The Holy Ghoſt, the Comforter, is 
Chritt himſelf in Spirit; for tho? he ſpeaks of one 
in the third Perſon, as of another than Himfelt, 
yet it evidently appears, by comparing ohe of 
thoſe Texts with another, (if we had no other 
Evidence) that it was no other than his own Spirit 
that was to be manifeſted in them after his Glori- 
fication, And what and who it is in Mankind 
that reproves and convinces us of Sin, is plainly 
the Holy Ghoſt, according to Scripture Evidence 
and yet we have a more ſure Teſtimony, even the 
Truth 
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Truth Himſelf, by the Manifeſtation of his Power 


and Grace in our Hearts, opening unto us the 


holy Scriptures, and bearing witneſs that He, th 
Spirit Himſelf, was the Author of them. | 


Ir is the Spirit of Chriſt then that reproves the 
World, even the whole World, of Sin; and the 
firſt great Sin 1s Unbelief, as the Inlet and Foun- 
dation of all others: Of Sin, ( faith the Lord 
Jeſus.) “ becauſe they believe not in me. Adam 
did not fin till he departed from his Faith in the 
Word of Gqg ; and as we are his Offspring, and 
ignorant of by Nature, we do not believe in 
Him, and therefore we ſin againſt Him: Never- 
theleſs, that we may be redeemed from Sin and 


Eternal Death, and return unto God and live, 


He hath, in unſpeakable Love and Mercy, ſent 
the Spirit of his Son Chriſt, the Word of Life, 
into our Hearts, to reprove and convince us of 
our Sin, make us ſenſible of it, and repent, be- 
lieve in Him, and be ſaved from Sin and all Un- 
righteouſneſs and Uncleanneſs, and from all its 
deadly Fruits, and have daily Communion with 
God 1n this Life, and be glorified with God and 
the Lamb in a State of everlaſting Bliſs, when 
Time to us here ſhall be no more, 


By this Divine, Spiritual, and Inward coming 
of Chriſt, he ſpeaks, or manifeſts to the Under- 
ſtanding, all Things neceſſary to Eternal Life. 


He mortifies and ſubdues all the evil Thoughts 


and Dcfires in the Hearts of them who believe, 
and receive him in the Way of his coming, in 
Love. He deſtroys and takes away the Root of 
Evil in Mankind ; as it is written, ** For this 
„End was the Son of God made manifeſt, that 
- 40 he 
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ac he might deſtroy the Works of the Devil.“ 
How then doth Chriſt begin this Work? Juſt as 
he faid before ; for the firſt Work is, the Con- 
demnation of Man for the Sin of Unbelief in him, 
with all the reſt of his Sins grounded thereon, or 
conſequential thereto; and not only of all Man's 
own Righteouſneſs, of his own inventing, but 
convinces him alſo of the Righteouſneſs of God, 
who juſtly condemns and reproves him for Sin; 
the Mind aſſenting alſo to the Juſtice of God, 
manifeſted and executed on the Author of Sin, 
the Prince of all the Ungodly of this World, and 
of Darkneſs: And this is effected by the Spirit 
and Power of Chriſt, as he is Divine, Eternal, 
Univerſal Light, and Judge of the World. And 
the firſt Act of the Mind of Man (thus con- 
vinced) toward Chriſt is, to Believe in Him as 
Light and its immediate Object ; then to forſake 
Sin, Self, and Satan, through the Grace of God, 
and become obedient to every Diſcovery of Truth 
in the Underſtanding, thus illuminated, that ſo we 
may be born of that Light, and thereby become 
the Children of God (who is Efernal Light) and 
Heirs of. Eternal Life: As ſaid the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, Believe in the Light, that ye may be- 
come Children of Light.” And again; In Him 
is Life, and that Life is the Light of Men; and 
tho? this Light ſhineth in the dark Hearts of Men, 
yet they do not comprehend it; tho? this is the 
true Light which lighteth every Man that.cometh 
into the World, yet. they do not know Him, and 
therefore they do not receive Him; but to as. 
many as do receive Him, as He is the Word of 
God and Divine Etemal Light, He gives Power 
to become. the Sons and Daughters of God, to 
them who believe in his Name : Thoſe are born, 

not 
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not of Blood, nor of the Will of the Fleſh, nor 
of the Will of Man, but of God. This indiſ. 
penſible Work of Regeneration comes not by 
Deſcent of Blood, nor Hy Generation of the moſt 
holy Progenitors, nor by any thing Man can do 
in his own Will or Power, or by any Inventions 
or Syſtems of Religion contrived and impoſed by 
Man ; but is the Work of God alone, by his 
Holy Spirit, in them who believe in his Wiſdom 
and Power, in the inward Manifeftations of it in 
their own Hearts. John i. 4, 5, 9, 10, 11, 12, 


13. 


CHRISTH Himſelf then, in his ſecond Coming, 
was the Comforter of all thoſe who had believed 
in Him, and received Him in his firſt Coming, 

and fo He is ſtill : And the Nature of this Com- 
fort is ſuch, that it unſpeakably tranſcends all the 
Satisfaction and Enjoyments we can have in the 
Creatures of God, Human or others, or any Plea- 
ſures of our own inventing. No other Enjoy- 
ment is to be laid in the Ballance with that Di- 
vine Love and Conſolation, which the Holy Spirit 

of Chriſt gives in the Mind: He is all Conſola- 
tion, and Peace, and Divine Love. 


Tus He was to be a Comforter to his Diſ- 
ciples and Followers, (and more alſo) and fo He 
is ſtill, He was to be their Leader and Guide 
into all Truth, and their great Remembrancer and 
Inſtructor: He had many things then to ſay unto 
them, but they could not bear them at that Time. 
Fobn xiv. 26. xv. 26. and xvi. 12. And who- 
ſoever are acquainted with this Coming of the Son 
of God, are much weaned from. Deſires after 
the many Things of 8 World, and their Plea- 


{ures. 
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ſures therein are mightily abated and cut off: 
Only thoſe Things that are needful for the Sup- 
port of Life and Suſtentation of the Body, ob- 
tain'd by Deſcent from Relations, or lawful and 
honeſt Induſtry, rightly uſed and applied, are 
Bleſſings in this Life from God, in the Courſe of 
his good Providence, and for which we are to be 
thankful unto Him, in the Enjoyment of them. 


Arp tho? Chriſt is all this, and whatever can 
be defired, unto his People and Children, from 
time to time, according to the Will of God the 
Father, yet no Man can command this Conſola- 
tion, or any Manifeſtation of Him, in his own 
Will or Time: It is the Gift of God, and there- 
fore we wait for it from Him, in a holy and 
humble Reſignation to his Will; and He is not 
wanting to us therein, in his Own Time, as we 
remain faithful in our Love and Duty to Him. 
Of this I am fully ſatisfied, and do underſtand 
and know, that there is a Divine Self- evidencing 
Immortal Power maniteſting itſelf, from time to 
time, in the Minds of Mankind, and ſenſibly in- 
fluencing them, after a moſt agreeable Manner, 
the Idea whereof is incommunicable by any Lan- 
guage but its own, unto any who have not the 
Experience of the ſame Thing in themſelves ; and 
that this Power is not eſſential to the Being of 
Man ; he was and is Man before he knew or 
knows it; the Celeſtial Influences whereof can- 
not be commanded, or had, by Man when he 
pleaſes ; tho' he may reſiſt, oppoſe, and neglect 
them, to his own everlaſting Ruin: And I be- 
lieve I am ſpeaking in the Audience of many of 
both Sexes, that have Evidence and are Wit- 
neſſes, that there is a Divine, Living, Soul- 

F B 
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bd quickening Power appearing in them, which is 


not of themſelves, which they cannot move or 
command in their own Time, 


Now ſeeing Chriſt the Lord is thus the Re- 
generator, Leader, Strengthener, and Supporter 
of them who believe in, follow and obey Him, 
What is He to the World? And who 1s this 
World? Even all Mankind, throughout all Ages, 
paſt, and at this time, and ever will be, who 
have not believed, do not, or ſhall not believe 
in the Word of God, they are all comprehended 
under this ' general Word, the World. He ſhall 
reprove the World of Sin: Here is a general 
Reproof of all the World for Sin. What then 
is Sin? It is the Tranſgreſſion of a Law; for 
where there is no Law, there is no Tranſgreſſion. 
What Law therefore hath the World received 
from God and tranſgreſſed, for which they are 
reproved and condemned- by the Holy Ghoſt ? 
Doth he mention any manner of immoral Acti- 
ons, prohibited by any given Law, for which he 
ſhall reprove them? No, it is becauſe they 
believe not in him who does reprove them : For, 
tho* God hath written and made manifeſt this 


Law, the Law of the Spirit of Life, the Law 
of Divine Light, in all Mankind in the World, 


from the Foundation thereof ; yet the World hath 
ſtill hated and oppoſed it, both in themſelves, and 
in thoſe who have believed and obeyed it. 
Gop condemned the old World for their Sins, 
and deſtroy d them in Judgment without Mercy: 
Is God unrighteous therefore, or cruel? Did He 
condemn the World without Offence, or the Tranſ- 
greſſion of any known Law, and the higheſt Pro- 
a F 2 Vacation ? 
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vocation? No, God is altogether Holy, Righteous, 
Juſt and Good, and ſo is His Law, and all His 
Ways are Truth, and condemneth None without 
a Cauſe on Man's Part, and Juſtly. We find 
therefore, that God gave a Law to the old World 
altogether. good, and well adapted from the Be- 
ginning of it; for the Neglect, Contempt, and 
Breach whereof they were juſtly condemned; for 
ſaith the Lord, My Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive 
with Man. Again : In Him (that 1s, in Chriſt the 


Word of God) was Life, and that Life was the 


Light of Men; this was their Law, which Law 
they brake; and for which they were condemned 
and puniſhed. This is the Myſtery that lay hid 
from the Foundation of the World, Chriſt in 
Mankind the only Hope of Glory; and this Law 
is in Being ſtill, and ever will be, and is written 
in the Hearts of all Mankind; this Law is Light, 
and is as a Lamp always burning; the true Light 
which lighteth every Man, Male and Female, 
that cometh into the World; which is again re- 
ſtored by the Union of the ſame with the Nature 
of Man, in the Man Chriſt Jeſus; that whoſoever 
believeth in Him, and obeyeth Him, ſhall have 
. e of Sins, and Life everlaſting; even 
by Him by whom came the Law of the Spirit of 
Life, which ſets free from the Law of Sin and 
Death; being Life everlaſting in its own Nature. 
This Law being given unto all Nations under 
Heaven, Men generally break it in one Article or 
other; by obeying and following the Luſts of the 
Fleſh, the Duſts of the Eye, and Pride of Life, 
and their own Inventions and Imaginations; for 
which this Law reproves and condemns them, and 
from which Condemnation they can never be ſav'd 
till they believe therein and obey; it being the 

Spiritual 
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Spiritual Appearance of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 5 
2 15 Word of God, the true Light, which lighteth BE, 

every Man, Male and F emale, that cometh. into . 
the World. 8 „ 
| Men may ſtout it out as much and as long as A 4 = 
they pleaſe, and decry the Holy Spirit of God, On 

and call it by what opprobrious Names they will; 1 

yet this Eternal Light and Day of God will be „ 

the everlaſting Condemnation of all thoſe who con- 3 

tinue in Unbelief. And until Mankind come to 5 

believe in the Son of God, they muſt remain in 1 

à State of Separation from God, in Ignorance and 1 

Condemnation. 1 

Ir is neceſſary therefore that every one conſider | —_— - 


how we muſt believe in Him; we mult believe in 

Him as the Father promiſed, and hath accordingly 

- + ſent Him; I will give Thee for a Covenant of the 
People, for a Light of the Gentiles, Tſaiah xlii. 6. 

As we come then to believe in the Son of 

God, as He is the Light of the World, and are 

5 baptized of Him (as we have heard this Morning* ) 
we ſhall be ſaved: As he ſaid, after his Reſur- 
| rection from the Dead, when he was ſpeaking con- 
cerning the Miſſion of his Diſciples to preach Sal- 
; vation by Him unto all the World: All Power is 
uo given unto me in Heaven and in Earth; go ye 
therefore and teach all Nations, baptizing them 
+ into the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt, teaching them to obſerve all 
Things whatſoever I have commanded you; and, 


— * 


* Another Perſon having * before this Disc ouRxs R 
was dclivered. 
lo! 
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lo! I am with you alway, even unto the End of 
the World.* Go ye into all the World, and preach 
the Goſpel to every Creature. He that believeth 
and is baptized ſhall be ſaved, but he that believetb 
not ſhall be damned. Again: I am come a Light 
into the World, that whoſoever believeth on Me 
ſhould not abide in Darkneſs. + He that believeth 
on Him is not condemned, but he that believerh not 
is condemned already, becauſe he hath not believed in 
the Name of the only begotten Son of God ; and 


this is the Condemnation, that Light is come into 


the World, but Men loved Darkneſs rather than 


Light, becauſe their Deeds were Evil, Jobn ui. 


18, 19. Again: All Things that are reproved, 
are made maniteſt by the Light: For whatſoever 
doth make manifeſt, is Light, Epheſians v. 13. 
And to premoniſh them what Baptiſm he intended, 
as conſequential to their Teaching, or rather to be 
done at the ſame Time, in the Act of Preaching, 


in the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, (and that it was, 


not Water-Baptiſm) he bid them wait for the 
Promiſe of the Father, which he had told them of 
before, Jobn. xv. 26. For John truly baptized 
with Water, but ye ſhall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghoſt not many Days hence : But ye ſhall receive 
Power after that the Holy Ghoſt is come upon you. 
And ye ſhall be Witneſſes unto me, both in Feru- 
ſalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermoſt Part of the Earth. Als. i. 
4, 6, 8. 


* 


— — 


* Matthew xxviii. 18, 19, 20. 
Mark xvi. 15, 16. 
John xii. 46. 
| By 
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| — 
By all which it is apparent, that the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt were commanded and authorized by Chriſt, 
to proclaim Him unto all Nations, and to bear 
Witneſs of Him, not only what he had done in 
the Fleſh in that Adminiſtration, but as he is the 
Word of God, the Light of the World, and 
Holy Ghoſt; and that all who ſhould believe in 
3-4 Him as He is that Light, ſhould be baptized with 
|; the Holy Ghoſt (that is, be made Partakers of it 
in ſome Degree) and be ſaved ? but that they who 
dig not believe ſhould remain where they were, un- 
4 der evetlaſting Condemnation by the Holy Ghoſt, 
34 as a perpetual, true, and powerful Witneſs againſt 
5 them. This Condemnation is as we ſtand in the 
State of Nature in the firſt Adam, and in Unbelief; 
from which, nevertheleſs, we may be Redeemed 
and Saved, if we do not continue in Unbelief and 
Dijobedience : But if we do not believe in the Son 
of God, as He is the Divine Light, and ſent as 
ſuch unto us, that Condemnation will be confirmed 
upon us, and remain for ever, 


Bur then ſome may think it hard that ſo many 

Millions of People, who never heard of Chriſt, 

ſhould be damned becauſe they do not believe. 

To whom I ſay, That, ſo far as God doth make 
5 manifeſt his Will by the Light of his Son Chriſt, * 
: that is his Law to that Soul 3 ; and ſo far as Man —_— 
1 loveth that Law, and ſhows it by Practice, he _ 
cannot truly be called an Unbeliever. He be- | f F: 
lieves in a Holy SomzTHING, a powerful perſua- = 
ſive SOMETHING, for which he has no Name; | 
and when he acts and ſays according to the Mani- 
feſtations of it, he finds Peace, Tranquillity, and $ 
Conſolation gf 
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Conſolation in his Mind; but when he ſpeaks, 


or acts contrary to it, he finds Trouble; ſo that 


he is diſciplined, as by the Rod and reaſonable 
Perſuaſion, into moral Virtue and Goodneſs. I 


therefore conclude this is a Mode and Degree of 


Faith in the Son of God, the Light of the World, 

working by Love: And God is not unrighteous or 
unreaſonable, to require any more of any one than 
He hath given or made known; for Chriſt ſaid to 
the Phari/zes, and the reſt of the unbelieving Jews, 
If ye had been Blind you had not had Sin, but 
whereas you ſay you ſee, you have no Cloak for 
your Sin. 


Many of thoſe who make no Profeſſion of 
Chriſt, and to whom he hath not been inſtrumen- 
tally preached, are in the Practice of Moral Virtue, 
doing as they would be done by, thro? the Evi- 
dence they have of it as a Duty, by the Divine 
Light giving them Underſtanding, tho* they do 
not know, or 'formally believe in it, under that 
Character, in any Language. Whatever you ee 


therefore (for I have a mixed Auditory) or ſu- 
ſpect in your Minds to be wrong, ſhun it with all 


your Strength; yet not truſting therein, but in the 
Grace of God; and the Lord, in his own good 
Time, will open his Counſel, and give you Divine 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding, according to his kind 
Invitation: Lift up thy Voice for Wiſdom, and 
With all thy Gettings get Underſtanding :* For 
the Knowledge of God is everlaſtingLife; This is 
Life Eternal (ſaith the Son of God) to know Thee 
* the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou 
« haſt ſent.” Then follow on and proceed 1n the 
Knowledge of God, wy in the Increaſe of that 

| Wiſdom, 
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Wiſdom, whereby to avoid every Appearance of 


! 


Religion in every Form of it, or whatever is fo 
called, is accidental to the greateſt Part of Man- 
kind profeſſing it, being educated in ſome Kind of 
Notion or Profeſſion or other, accordihg to the 
Sentiments of their Parents, Guardians, or Tutors, 
before they have any Thought or 1 
to diſtinguiſh between Truth and Error, and mo 

commonly fall into that Way or Profeſſion of Re- 
ligion moſt in Repute in the World, and moſt fa- 
ſhionable ; if therefore one is born among the Ro- 
man Catholicks, he is of that Way; if among the 
Epiſcopalians, he is of that Way; or, among the 


Preſbyterians, Independents, Baptiſts, or us who 


are now diſtinguiſhed by the Name of 2yakers, 
they are of thoſe ſeveral Ways, or Profeſſions 3 
and if among the Mahommedans, they are of that 
falſe Way: How powerful therefore and directive is 
the Prepoſſeſſion and Prejudice of Education; and 
how uncertain and unſtable is any Foundation 


laid only in that Way? Howbeit, where there is 


nothing elſe but Notions, true ones are better than 
falſe; and where there is only a Mixture, the trueſt 
are beſt of all, and may be taught and embraced, 


till he who is the TRUTH appears, and till Light 


and Life be made manifeſt in Him. 


THe Religion then which moſt of you under 


this Diſtinction at this Day do profeſs, you had it 


firft accidentally by Education, Tradition, and 
Imitation; ut being convinced by the Holy 
Spirit of Truth, and beheving in and obeying the 
lame, to the ſanctifying of your Minds, by the 

G effectual 


Now I would obſerve to you, that the Chriſtian 


\ {SS bo 
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effectual Operation of the Power and Divine Vir 
tue thereof in you, your Religion is now become 


that of your Underſtandings, Judgment, Expe- 


rience, and Knowledge; wherein being eſtabliſhed 
as upon the ſure Rock of Ages, and Foundation 
of all the Generations of the Righteous from the 
Beginning of the World, even upon Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Wiſdom and Power of God, you are not per- 
verted, nor, I hope, pervertible; nor toſſed in 
Uncertainties by the ſubtil Inventions of crafty 
yet 1gnorant and deſigning Men, wherein they 
are deceived and deceiving: As it is written, If 
the Blind lead the Blind, they ſhall both fall into 
the Ditch.-.... 


4 


To conclude: There never was any Thing in 


the World under the Notion of Religion worthy 


of that Name, ſave what came by the Inſpiration 


of God; whereby the Knowledge of Himſelf was 


taught by the Revelation of the Son of God, that 
Mankind might be reſtored to Communion with 
God in this preſent World, and to know. Him to 


be the moſt beneficent and ſure Comforter, and 


that at laſt we may come to launch into the Ful- 
neſs of his Goodneſs, at whoſe Right Hand are Ri- 
vers of Divine Pleaſure, for evermore. 
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O ME few only of the Texts quoted in the 
foregoing Dis couxsE, were expreſly men- 
tioned at the time it was delivered; but were ſince 
thought neceſſary to be ſupplied, in order the 
better to ſupport the Truths therein aſſerted, and 
for the farther Illuſtration of the Subjects which 

are there treated of. | 
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” ADISCOURSE delivered at the 


Meeting Houſe in Gracechurch-ſtreet , I 

4 London, September 18, 1737. | 1 5 

—— —— _ = 

[ 1 it is generally granted by all Chri- L 

F F ſtians, that the Apoſtles, of Chriſt 1 

1 were inſpired of God to their Mi- | = 
niſtry, whether that was by Word | = 


— and Doctrine, or by Prayer, or by 
Writing, or by Working of Miracles; yet it does 


not appear by the Holy Scriptures that every ge 5 
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54 Mans FALL u ADAM, | 
of them wrought Miracles in that Day, but ra- 
ther the Contrary.* And therefore that was not 
a remaining, nor neceſſary Qualification, annex d 
to the Miniſtry in general, but was a particular 
Gift; but the Inſpiration of God, in ſome Degree, 


is ſtill neceſſary, and ever will be to the End of the 
World. 


AND that which is renewed unto my Remem- 
brance in this Meeting, and which I think I ought 
to make mention of, is a Paſſage of Scripture 
written by the Apoſtle Paul, concerning the Uni- 
verſa] Fall of Man, and that all Mankind, through 
the infinite Love and Kindneſs of God, may be 
reſtored not only to that State in which Man was 
at firſt perfected, but alſo to a State more excellent 
than that was; but how far that 1s attainable in this 
Life, I ſhall leave at preſent, having only before 
me (at this time) the Reſtoration of Man in ge- 
neral. 


Tux particular Text is this,] * As by 8 
Offence of One, Judgment came upon all Men 
<<. to Condemnation; even ſo by the Righteouſneſs 
*© of One, the free Gift came upon all Men unto 
5* Juſtification of Lite,” I have been thinking in 
this Meeting how the Offence of the Firſt Adam 
ſhould affect all Men, ſince Adam Himſelf bore 
his own Judgment, and that Puniſhment that God 
threatened upon him in Caſe of Diſobedience. 
This Conſideration, I believe, has affected che 


* 


* 


Minds of many, tio, through eee 


Ao. : 4 3 ah. —_— 


2 I Corinthians xii. 10. 
Romans v. 18, 19. 


have 
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have called into Queſtion the Truth or Juſtice of 
this Saying. How far I may be enabled to clear 
4 this Point I cannot ſay; yet ſince it is of great and 
univerſal Importance, I intreat a joint Concurrence 

4 in every Mind here. And I think it is not at all 
below a Miniſter of Chriſt, earneſtly to deſire the 
A Prayers, and thereby the Aſſiſtance of the Audi- 
ence, in a mutual Concern and Travail of Mind, 


2 that the Truths of the Goſpel may be brought forth 
' with Clearneſs; ſeeing that great Apoſtle, who was 
often concerned to pray for his Brethren, did ſome- 
| times requeſt their Prayers for him in the like Caſe. 
—M I fay then, that the Unbelief, Diſobedience, and 
4 Act of Adam, and the Effects of it, never was, or 
ſhall be transferred to his Poſterity, or any of them 
ſo as to be puniſhed as an Act of Immorality, or 
5 Diſobedience in them: But the Lapſe and Apoſtaſy 
of of Adam, from his Faith in the Word of God, 
and his Act of Diſobedience as conſequential there- 
75 unto, happening before he had any Iſſue, and all 
Mankind virtually in Him, the whole human Na- 
ture was depraved; his Mind being deprived of 
that Divine Light and Life, (by his own Act) the 
Breath of Life from God, by which he was com- 
pleted in the Image of God, which was his higheſt 
Rectitude and Perfection; and that Light and 
Life being withdrawn from him (or he become in- 
ſenſible of it by his own Depravation) becauſe of 
his Unbelief jand Diſobedience, he degenerated 
from that State, and remained only a rational Ani- 
mal, as he was before he received it; and became 
ignorant of the Attributes of God, as appears by 
4 one plain Inſtance ; for when he had offended God, 
9 and became conſcious of his Guilt, he thought he 
9 could bide himſelf from the all- ſeeing Eye of God, 
| who is preſent every where. 
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Bz1nc then only a rational Animal, deprived 
of Divine Light and Life, and reduced unto that 
depraved Condition before he had any Iſſue; all 
his Poſterity have proceeded from him whilſt in 
that State (according to the Teftimony of the 
Holy Scriptures) wherein he could not transfer 
unto them the Image of God, or that Divine Lite 


from which himſelf was fallen; (nor is that trans- 


ferable by Human Generation ) but that Animal 
Image, or Nature, into which» he was fallen or 
relapſed. 


Tar Apoſtle therefore ſaith, that as by one 


Man's Diſobedience many were made Sinners, /o 
by the Obedience of Ore ſhall many be made 
righteous. T And lince Nam Himſelf, being the 
Root of all Mankind, died as to his Knowledge 
and Enjoyment of that Divine Life (which was 
properly his Fall) and that not transferable unto his 
Poſterity, by Generation, or Inheritance in Succeſ- 
ſion, as is his Animal Nature; yet, notwithſtand- 
ing this lapſed State, that Offence, and all the Of- 
fences of Mankind conſequential therefrom; that 
the unſpeakable Mercy of God, and infinite Ex- 
tent of his Almighty Power and Goodneſs might 


* 


appear, the ſame Apoſtle alſo lays it down thus, 


Even fo by the Obedience and Righteouſne/s of 
« ONE, the free Gift came upon all Men, to the 
« Fuſtification of Life: As in Adam all die, even ſo 


* in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive.“ 1 Cor. 


XV. 22, 


— _ _— — — „ 


Romans v. 19. 


— — dt a 
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Now, pray let us conſider this Mornings every 
one for one, What do I know of Sin ? , What do 
1 know of God? What do I know "of Chriſt 2 
I have heard of God, and of Chriſt, and have aſ- 
ſumed upon myſelf that Sacred Name, profeſſing 
to be a Worſhippor of the One Eternal, True and 
Living God, and a Believer in the one Lord and 

Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, the Sent of God, and one of 
his Diſciples, and yet (paradyenture) I have ne- 
ver conſidered what I profeſs as I ought z I have 
never meditated on the Name of the Lord, nor 
in his Law, nor contemplated the Attributes of 
God, or ſought Him; neither have I known Sin 
by Conviction, but by Tradition only, 


I HAvE been taught a Form of Words con- 
cerning Chriſt, what He was, and where He is, 

in Heaven, afar off, at the Right Hand of the 

Father; but let me ſeriouſly conſider, What do 1 

really and experimentally xxow of the Father and 

the Son ? , 4 


AlL that we read, or hear, concerning God 
and Chriſt, tho? true, is but ſuperficial, and, as a 
Hiſtory of Perſons and Things at a Diſtance, it 
is no true ſaving Knowledge: How then ſhall 
Mankind obtain this Knowledge and Experience ? 
Here is a free Gift come upon all Men without 
Exception. By whom comes this Gift ? It comes 
by Jeſus Chriſt, the Second Adam, the Lord from 
> Heaven, as He is a quickening Spirit, by whom 
vue are inſpired, or breathed into; and a Degree 
of the ſame Divine, Eternal, Light and Life, loſt 

in the Firſt Adam, reſtored into our Hearts and 

Minds. This is the Grace of God which bringeth 

Salvation, and appeareth | in all Men, convincing 
us 


4 * Fg 
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us of our Sins, and teaching us to deny all Un- 
godlineſs and worldly Luſts, and to live Soberly, 


ighteouſly, and Godly in this preſent World: 
And whoſoever believeth in this Gift, and obeyeth - 


the Teachings thereof, hath a free Pardon of all 


his Sins, . the Blood of Him by whom this 


Gift came, and is ſanctified and juſtified of God 5 


from all Sin, and the Stains and Pollutions thereof 
fully; fo that whatever can be ſuppoſed to be loſt 
in the Firft Adam, 1s regained and reſtored by the 
Second. | 


Yer 10 do ſuſpect that many in my Audience 
have not the Knowledge of God, know nothing 
at all of Chriſt, nor of "this free Gift: But why is 
it called a free Gift, but becauſe it is mercifully 
and freely given, without any manner of Purchaſe, 
or Deſert in us, that could induce the Moſt High 
to beſtow it, - but 1s given from the Freedom of his 
own Holy Will, from his own mercitul Nature 
and eternal Goodneſs? and Chriſt himſelf, who 
is Eternal Life, is that Gift, given unto all Men 
as a Divine Saving Light, that by Faith in Him 
as Light, and that F aich working by Love un- 
feigned, proved by Repentance of Sins paſt, and 
Obedience unto Him in Time to come, all may 
enter into Covenant with God, and live.and reign 
with Him, in his Divine Eternal Light and Glory 
for ever: As it is written, God ſo loved the 
„ World (that is all Mankind in the World) 
that He Gave his only begotten Son, that 
* WHOSOEVER believeth in him ſhould not 
5 periſh, but have everlaſting Life.“ This Gift 
then is given into our Hearts, in order to the 
Juſtiication of Life; for by Him all that believe 
are juſtified from all things from which ye could 
Not 
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not be juſtified by the Law of Moſes ® ; that we 
may live a holy, righteous, and godly Life in this 
World, through the effectual working of this Gif 
through Faith therein; as it is alſo written, By 
Grace ye are ſaved, through Faith; and that 
not of yourſelves: it is the Gift of God . 


Tris Juſtification is by Chriſt the Wiſdom 
and Power of God, by whom we who were un- 
juſt and unholy, are made righteous, holy, juſt 
and good: We are become the bak rang of 
God, created anew unto good Works, a Juſtifi- 
cation from Sin, not- in Sin ; for our Sins and 
Tranſgreſſions being. inconſiſtent with the Nature 
of God, we can never be ſaved in Sm, but from 
it, and from all the diſmal and deadly Conle- 
quences of it, and therefore is that Gif? come up- 
on all Men; and yet we ſee the greateſt Part of 
all Mankind are unacquainted, with it, notwith 
ſtanding it is a Saving Gift from God. | 


Bur ſome may fay, Why, can Mankind have 
a juſtifying Virtue and Power in himſelf from 
God, and not be aware of it? Yea, ſo far is Man 
depraved and dead to the Knowledge of God, as 
he ſtands in the fallen Nature and Image of the 
Firſt Adam, that tho? the Gift of God is in him, a 
Manifeſtation of the Spirit, or Divine Nature of 
Chriſt, be given to him and in him, yet he is 
not acquainted with it, or aware of it. 
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SEEING then that all Mankind have a free Gift 
from God, it is worth our while to enquire after 
it in ourſelves. The firſt Operation of the Spirit 
of Chriſt then, which is that Gift and that Wit- 
neſs fore-promiſed in Jſaiab the Prophet ||, to wit- 
neſs for God and againſt us, is to convince us of 
our Sins in our own Underſtandings; to con- 
demn Sin in the Fleſh, to reprove, witneſs againſt, 
and condemn every, Thought, Word, and Action, 
that is inconſiſtent with the Nature of this Gift in 
Mankind. This is the fame Thing which the 
Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of, where he faith, There is 
a Manifeſtation of the Spirit given to every Man 
to profit withal. This is the ſame Divine Thing 
which is called the Grace of God: This is chat 
which we, who are called Quabers, mean, when 
we ſpeak of that Divine Light which manifeſts 
itſelf, and every corrupt and hurtful Thing, in 
the Minds of Human Kind; that Powerful and 
and Intellectual Monitor, who kindly and gently 
admoniſheth us in our Minds, concerning thoſe 


Things that are inconſiſtent with Himſelf, who is 
the Righteouſneſs of God. 


Nov this is not the Natural Mind of Man, nor 
any Thing eſſential to itſelf, that reproves and 
condemns its Corruptions, (that would be as Vice 
correcting Sin : ) The Illuminator and the Illumi- 
nated are not the ſame; neither are the Reprover 
and the Reproved, the Condemner and Con- 
demned, the ſame ; tho? both are within, in the 
Heart, and in the Mind. It is the Holy Spirit of 
Chriſt, the Mediator between God and Man, that 


* 


IL Iſaiah Iv. 4. 
| | manifeſts, 
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manifeſts, reveals, and diſcovers, in our Under- 
ſtandings, ſuch Things as are diſpleaſing to God, 
that we may avoid them; and likewiſe our Duty 
to Him, and one unto another; that we may do 
it in all Sincerity, Holineſs, Rigbteouſneſs, and 
Truth. 


THr1s Divine Monitor and Teacher is Eter- 
nal Life in his own Nature; the Eſſential Truth, 
the Spirit of God, who is Unchangeable. A Ma- 
nifeſtation, Degree, or Portion of this hath been 
diſpenſed unto Mankind throughout all Genera- 
tions; yet God is not deviſible into Parts, as 
Matter is: The Light of the Sun, we ſee, ſhines 
upon Mankind upon 1 the Face of the whole Earth, 
and enlightneth the Eyes of Millions of People at 
one and the ſame Time, which are all divided one 
from another, and far ſeparate ; yet the Light it- 
ſelf is not divided, . but one and the ſame entire 
undivided Being continually : Even ſo, God, who 


is Divine, Eſſential, Inacceſſible, Intellectual, Un- 


changeable Light, ſhines into the Hearts and 
Minds of all, Mankind, at all Times, and in all 
Places; as it is written, God, who commanded 
the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, hath ſhined 
in our Hearts, to give the Light of the Know- 
< ledge of the Glory of God, in the Face of 
+ Jeſus Chriſt, But we have this Treaſure in 
*« Earthen Veſſels, that the Excellency of the 
** Power may be of God, and not of us F,” 


* 


Bur tho' this Light ſhineth in all Mankind, 
all do not perceive or comprehend it as ſuch. It 


. 


j 2 Corinthians iv. 6, 


ſhinetlt 
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ſhineth in Darkneſs, and the Natural Mind of 


Mankind is that Darkneſs, and fo remaineth, and 


ever will, until they believe in that Light, and 
then. they. themſelves, being thereby illuminated 
and begotten, and therewith united, as in an ever- 
laſting Covenant of Light and Life: Then he and 
they, who were ſometimes Darkneſs, become 
Light in the Lord, and ſo remain and continue 
in Him for ever and ever ; ſhining as Stars in 
the Firmament of his Power to all Eternity. 


Acarn; This fie Gift which is come upon, 


all Men, in order to the Juſtification of Life, is 
allo “ the true Light which lighteth every Man 
that cometh into the World. * We are Dark- 
neſs with all our Natural Faculties and Properties, 
totally ignorant of this Light, till it ſhineth 
through and out of this Darkneſs; and the firſt 
Effect of this ſhining in the Mind, Underſtand- 
ing, or Conſcience of Mankind, (what Words 
ſhall I uſe to be underſtood ?) is the Diſcovery 
and Condemnation of Evil in and unto Man; 
which being repented of, and forſaken by the 
Tranſgreſſors, ſuch are juſtified from Sin, and all 
the evil Conſequences of it for ever. And the 
lame Righteouſneſs which condemneth Man for 


Sin while he abideth therein, in a State of Unbe- 


lief and Diſobedience, juſtifieth him from Sin, 


when he believes in the Spirit of Truth, (which. 
condemns him) and forſakes his Sin; yet that 


Condemnation will remain for cver, if the Sinner 
never believes; “ for he that believeth not, 1s 
* condemned already. Fohn ili. 18. 


THERE is a Time wherein all Men are in a 
State of Unbelief, in which every one of us are, 
or 


And RESTORATION by CHRIST. 63 


or have been, as all you who now believe, look- 
ing back to your firſt State, will readily grant; 
tho? at the ſame time you went to your Churches, 
ro your Meetings, or ſome 'Way or other, and 
under ſome or other Character of Religion; and 
5 yet had no Faith in the Son of God, as He is the 
it Divine Light and Word of God, nor had you 
$ any real ſolid Knowledge at all of Him : But now 
I hope and believe, many of you have obtained 
true and faving Faith, through the ſenſible Opera- 


tion of the Divine Power which dwelleth in that BR - 
4 Light, whereby he hath condemned the Body of _— 
9 the Sins of the Fleſh in you, with the Carnal —_ 
3 Mind, (which is Enmity againſt God) with all "Oe 
its evil Products and Fruits, and that you have f _— 
L repented'and forſaken them. | a 
55 By 
"2 In this Mind are rooted and grounded all the wh 
63 Evil that is in Mankind: This Mind, in itſelf, is - 2 
4 not ſubject to the Holy Law of God, nor can be: 83 
5 This is the Life of the Fleſh, condemned ann 


5 with its Deeds, by the Manifeſtation of the Life 
1 of the Son of God, that the Righteouſneſs of God 


14 may take Place, and be exalted in the Mind, and 5 
3 a Conformity therein wrought by Himſelf to his | 
1 own Glory. 

5 Tur ſame Divine Power, I ſay, that con- | 


demns Sin in the Fleſh, opens the Underſtanding 
into the Things of God, diſcovers to Man his 
Duty to God and his Neighbour ; and Man be- 
lieving therein, it enables him to ſay it, and do 
it. Sin is thus condemned in our Fleſh, by the 
Law of the Spirit of Lite come by Jeſus Chriſt, 
that the eternal Righteouſneſs of that Law might 


I EH er 
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be fulfilled in us by its own Power, who walk not 1 
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after the Luſts and Deſires of the Carnal Mind, 

"but according to the Holy Mind of the Divine 
and juſtifying Spirit of the Son of God, which ſets 
free from the Law, or Power, of Sin and Death, 
and from the Yoke and Bondage of him who had 
Power therein, Satan, the Adverſary and great 
Deceiver, the Prince of the Power of the Dark- 
neſs of this World, who ſhall be deſtroyed at laſt, 
by the Brightneſs of the Revelation and Coming 
of the, Son of God. Again; The Miniſtration 
of Condemnation is glorious in its Day; but 
much more glorious is the Day of Juſtification and 
Salvation. There | is, indeed, a great Glory ſhines 
in the Heart, Mind, and Underſtanding of Man- 
kind, at the Appearance of the Divine Light; 
for every Appearance of Evil is from chenceforth 
condemned thereby, and all the Knowledge, Wiſ— 
dom, Righteouſneſs and Glory of Man, becomes 
inglorious unto himſelf, by the Manifeſtation of a 
real and more excellent Knowledge, Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs, and Glory, which fadeth not away: 
Man then is aſhamed of himſelf; he is out of 
Love with himſelf, through the Illumination and 
Operation of the Holy Spirit and Power of the 
Son of God; the free Gift came upon Men to the 
Juſtification of Lite. 


BEING then juſtified, and ſaved from Sin 


through Grace, we have then, and not till then, 


ſomething wherein to glory; as it is written, 


Thus faith the Lord, let not the Wiſe Man 


« glory in his Wiſdom, neither let the Mighty 
Man glory in his Might, let not the Rich Man 
e glory in his Riches ; but let him that glorieth, 
glory in this, that he underſtandeth and know- 
« eth Me, that I am the Lord, who exerciſe 


Loving- | | 
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t Loving-kindnefs, Judgment and Righteouſ- 


c neſs in the Earth: For in theſe things I delight; 


— 


ce faith the Lord.” 


HertTovoRE we believed the Hiſtorical and 


Doctrinal Truths reported in the holy Scriptures, 


and by the Moral Diſcourſes of Men; but now 

” the Mind being ſenſibly ' reproved by Him who 
1 diſcovers unto Man his Thoughts, State, and Con- 
1 dition, even all his Failings; that Man now be- 
by lieves in that Divine Life, that Eternal Word, 
2 and truſteth therein as the ſure Foundation; and 
ve then repenting of Sin, and all the Evils that he 
TN hath done, he.renounces all His evil Cogitations 
and Deſires, and then God, through the merciful 
Application of the Blood of Chriſt, gives him a 
wo Pardon of all his Sins and Tranſgreſſions, 
juſtifies him therefrom, and ſeals unto him ths 
7 full Evidence and Aſſurance thereof by his Holy 
Spirit bearing Witneſs in his Spirit, that he him- 

ſelf, who was by Nature a Son of the Fleſh in the 

firſt Adam, and a Tranſgreſſor, is now, through 

the infinite Love, Mercy, and Goodneſs of God, 

and Sanctification of his Holy Spirit, become a 

Son of God, and free from all Sin; and I could 

wiſh, in univerſal Love, that every Soul here had 

7 Experience of it, and do not queſtion but that 
many have. | 


4 As a Man truſts in the Gift of the Grace of 
4 God, and waits upon Him therein, his Mind 
comes thereby to be changed from Glory to Glory, 
from one Degree of Illumination to another; fo 
that he, by degrees, regains, by the Manifeſta- 
tons and Operations of the quickening Spirit of 
the Second Adam, all that was loſt in the Firſt : 
OE Whilft 
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Whilſt Man remains in the Firſt Adam, he is un- 
der Condemnation; but being born again of the 
Second, he is then free, and in the Liberty of the 
Sons of God. He that doth not ſee his Sins, nor 
believe in that Divine Light which diſcovers them, 
can never repent; for how can he repent of any 
thing as Evil that he does not ſee and believe to be 
ſo? And how can he ſee without Light? While the 
Mind of Man is one with his Sins, and loves them, 
he cannot repent, but being convinced of Sin, and 


believing in him who by Grace doth convince him 


of Sin, he forſaketh his Sins and adhereth unto God, 
who in infinite Love and Mercy condemns Sin in 
Him, by the Words of Reproof, which are the way 
of Life; and ſtill the ſame divine Principle un- 
der many Denominations. Again; as many as I 
love, I rebuke and chaſten, be zealous therefore 
and repent. Rev. ili. 19. Again, my Son, de- 
ſpiſe not thou the Chaſtizing of the Lord. Heb. 
xli. 55 6, 75 ; 8, 9. | a 


Bur he who believes and obeys the Spirit of 
this World, the Evil and Subtle One, in the Luſts 
and Pleaſures of it; as he is ſenſual and earthly he 
goes on therein, from one Degree of Depravation 
to another, untill he is brought forth in his Mind 
in the Image and Nature of Satan, and arrives at 
all Manner of Wickedneſs; as Self- Love, Pride, 
Vain-Glory, Arrogance, Self- Preference, Self- 


Exaltation, Luſt of Power, Pre-eminence, Do- 


minion, Rebellion* againſt Superiors, Contempt 


of them, and of Equals; full of Envy and Bitter- 


neſs, Lying, Falſe-Accuſing, Falſe- Witneſs, 
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+ Proverbs vi. 23. 
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* oe & 
oy 8 + 
* 3 
2 S 
„N " Sp: 


* 


And RESTORATION by CHRIST. 67 


Slander, Evil-Speaking, Back-biting, Vilifying, 
Fornication, Adultery, Murder, Debate, De- 
ceit, Hypocriſy, Patiality, denying of the Truth, 

hating of God and Chriſt, and fo arriving at the 
Completion of all Unrighteouſneſs, a Child of the 
Devil, to the Meaſure of the Stature of his Full- 


neſs. 


AN p on the contritty, they ITY believe, follow, 
ad obey the Divine Diſcoveries, and have the 
Word of God in themſelves, the Obj ect of their 
Faith and Love, they come to be "Children of 
God, and have in themſelves all the Properties of 
the Firſt- born, even of Jeſus Chriſt the Son of 
God, and do by that Holy Nature, all that God 
requires of them; it is their Meat and Drink, 
their Pleaſure and chief Delight, to do the Will 
of God, and to run in the Ways of his Com- 
mandments. | LIL 


Wu they were only rational Animals, and 
Children of Wrath, in the State of the Firſt Adam, 
they were full of Wrath, and the Wrath of God 


abode upon them; but being made Children of God 


in the Beloved who is Love, they are filled with 
Virtue and Love vnipedkable 1 in Him. | ir Y 


Tris great Work and Change is not in the 
Body; that is ſtill what it was before, (tho? it alſo 
may in ſome Sort, be affected thereby after his 
Kind) the Change is in the Mind, the Tranſgreſ- 
fron is in and by the Mind, and chere alſo muſt the 
Reſtoration be: Fou all know as well as I, that 
the Body is only the Inſtrument gt the Mind: It 
is the Mind in the Body which thinks, deſires, 
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contrives, acts and does, all chings poſſible for Man, 


whether Good or Evil. 


Ie therefore the Mind be changed, regenerated, 
and brought forth in the Image of God, by the 
Power and Wiſdom of his Holy Spirit, then all 
that the Lord God requires of Man, with reſpect 
to his Duty in Righteouſneſs, becomes a Law of 


Nature to him. This is not the Work of Man, 


but of God. As the Son of God hath ſaid, Ex- 


cept a Man be born again, he cannot ſee the King- 


dom of God;* and as that which is born of the Fleſh 


is Fleſh, ſo that which is born of the Spirit is 
Spirit: But the garnal or natural Mind receiveth 


not the Things of the Spirit of God; it is blind to 
them, and cannot ſee the Excellency that is in God 
above all his Creatures; cannot perceive the Di- 


vine Pleaſure and Enjoyment that is in God, the 


Mind and Conſcience being defiled, benum'd, and 
dead, through Sin and dead Works, to all Senſe 
and Reliſh of the Love and Goodneſs of God. 


Bur nevertheleſs, I believe there are many here 


(and am glad of the Foundation I have for it) in 


this Meeting, who are, through the Grace of God, 

become Witneſſes of holy divine eternal Love, 
whereby they are conſolated, far above what they 
could be by the Enjoyment of any Thing here be- 


low, through Faith and Obedience to that holy and 


tree Gift by which they are juſtified, and ſaved. 


Such can never compare any outward temporal 


Things, of this vain and periſhing World, with 
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abroad in their Hearts by the Life of the Son of 
God, by which they are influenced, at times, as = 
It pleaſerh Him, in the lifting up of the Light of EE 
his Countenance upon them. Oh! The living. | 
Love of God in Chriſt Jeſus! Oh, that every one 
here had a living Feeling, Senſe, and Evidence 
thereof. All our Works, Worſhips, and Services, 
ought to work by Love, and not by Moral Pre- rn 
cepts only. All theſe are conſequential to the be - 
Work of the Holy Spirit of Chriſt in Mankind, 
which reſtoreth, .not only the Image of God in 
Man, as he was in his firſt Perfection, but exalteth 
him above that State, when compleated by the 
Work of Regeneration ; for in the firſt Stare he 
was the Son of God by Creation, but in this he 1s 
the Son of God by Regeneration, whereby he be- 
comes Partaker of the Divine Nature, and being 
united unto the Father through the Son, the Me- 
diator, is one Spirit with him. : 8 

Tnos k are born, not of Blood, nor of the Will 
of the Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, but of 
God); this is the the great and glorious Work that 
the Son of God is come to do, in and upon all BEE: 
Mankind that believe in himy and receive him in Es 
the Way of his coming. According to that De- f 
claration of a Man of God; It is the Will of 
God that all Men ſhould be ſaved, and come to 
the Knowledge of the Truth.” 


>» Whost Wildcheft is it, that contradicts the Will 
of God? It is the united Will of Satan and deluded 
and deceived Man, which is contrary to the Will 
of God. This is the Will of God, even your 
„ Sanctification;F“ God wills Man's Sanctifica- 
tion, according to his Command; Be ye holy, tor 


I am 
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Jam holy, faith the Lord. God wills that Mankind 
ſhould be holy like himſelf, but Satan and Men 
will that they. ſhould be corrupted, and Itke unto 
the Evil One, Unholy, Unrighteous, and Ungodly. 
But we muſt renounce the Will of Satan and the 
Fleſh, and be ſubjected tothe Will of God, at all 
Times, and in all Things. 


Bur then too many are apt to think, and fay, 
If I pleaſe God after fo ſtrict a Manner, I ſhall be 
abridged of the Liberties of Nature, and be ſtript 
of abundance of Things and Pleaſures I chiefly 
delight in, and then my Life here would be only 
a dull and heavy Scene of Melancholy, devoid of 
all Satisfaction; but then conſider, that the great 
Author of the Univerſe, who hath all Things in 
his Power, abundantly over-ballanceth that Ac- 
count; the Reward he gives is incomparably more 
valuable than any Thing we have to part with. 
We and all we are, or have, is his; he demandeth 
Dut his own. He requires us to deny ourſelves, 
but he gives us himſelf in Exchange. Matt. x. 37. 
Mark viii. 34. 


He preacheth Self- Denial in the Mind by his 
Grace, F as the Beginning of our Diſcipleſhip. We 


have been ſtrongly attached in our Deſires to many 


vain and needleſs Things, which were not good 


for us, nor convenient, bur hurtful, tho we might 


think them good in Times of Ignorance and Dark- 
neſs, in an Animal State: But when the free Gift 
of God was made manifeſt in our Underſtandings, 
we then ſaw theſe Things were not according to the 
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Mind and Nature of God, Shall I then rather pro- 
ceed to indulge myſelf in thoſe Things which are 


diſpleaſing to God, my Creator, and great Bene- 
factor, and hurtful, prejudicial, and deſtructive to 
my own Soul, than to take up the Croſs, deny m 
hurtful Lats. and follow the Lord Chriſt, in the 
Way of Holineſs and Self- Denial, to the Throne 
of his Glory? 


Now 8 Country-men, and Friends, 
let us conſider this Day, how far we have taken 
up the Croſs of Chriſt, and wherein? How far 
have we deny'd ourſelves, and in what? What 
have we parted with for the Sake of Chriit? Have 
we, for his Sake, -and at his Command, or Inſtance, 
parted with ſo much as any uſeleſs, or needleſs, or 
vain, or hurtful Thing? I am afraid a great many 
cannot juſtly anſwer here as I could wiſh they could, 
and ſay with the Apoſtle, I have accounted all 
Things as Loſs and Dung that I might win Chriſt, 
and be found in him, not having e on ſo much as 
my own Righteouſneſs, but the Righteouſneſs 
of God, through Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who is in truth called, The Lord our Righteouſ- 


neſs, by all thoſe who are born of him their ever- 
laſting Father, 


Ir we can ſay theſe Things truly, bleſſed are 
we, and happy ſhall we be: But if not, let us be- 
gin; ſome have already, and long ago, begun, 
and made good Progreſs; and I wiſh Proſperity 
and Perſeverance to all ſuch, and that they may 
finiſh well, whoever they are. But they who never 
take up the Croſs of Chriſt, will be found unworthy 
of him. They, as the Lord faith, ** who have 
„ forſaken Houſes, or Brethren, or Siſters, or 


“Father, 
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40 Father; or Mother, or Wife, or Children, dr 

% Lands, for my Name-fake and the Cofoct, 
ce ſhall receive in this Life an hundred Fold, and 
„ ſhall inherit Life Everlaſting.” Mart. xix. 29. 

Mark x. 29. 


Tavs we Mortals muſt be ſtripped, even of 
the moſt lawful, uſeful, neceſſary, delightful and 
comfortable Things in Lite, tho' Bleſſings from 
God in a State of Nature, when God, the great 
Author of our Being, and of all we enjoy, an 
the natural Life 100, is pleaſed to call for them; 
but not otherwiſe by any voluntary Humility, or 
blind Zeal, or Self- Action in our own Wills of 
Time, but as the Lord requires them, to his own 
Glory, in Teſtimony of Faith in him, and Love 
and Obedience to his Commands: And yet the 
Gain is great, and ſtill on our Part, we have un- 
ſpeakably more than an Equivalent; in this Life 
an hundred Fold, and in that which is to come Life 
Evelaſting, and to reign with God and the Lamb 
in the Dominion and Kingdom of his Glory for 
ever and ever. Rev. ili. 21. / 


Tue Righteouſneſs of the Moral Law and Co- 
venant, delivered unto Iſrael by Moſes on Tables 
of Stone, condemneth every Thing that is evil and 
unrighteous, and teacheth all Moral Duties toward 
God and Man; and the Rewards under that Co- 
venant were Temporal; they had a Country and In- 
heritance by Promiſe, which alſo was performed 
unto them ; but the Son of God, the Mediator of 
a better Covenant, and Niſpenſer of a more ex- 
cellent Law, goes further; That was written on 


Tables of Stone, This on the fleſhly Table of the 


Heart; That gave the Bleſſings of this Life com- 
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mon to every Creature after their Kinds, but no 
Promiſe of that which is to come (Life and Immor- 
tality is brought to Light through the Goſpel, 
that with Grace and Truth came by Jeſus Chriſt) 
but this remands them, in Teſtimony of the Truth 
of Faith and Love to the Giyer of them. Yet, by 
how much this is a better Law and Covenant, that 
of Works, this of Light and Grace, enabling the 
Mind of him that believeth therein to perform all 
its Requirings, and diſpenſed by a more excellent 
Mediator, and the Reward more glorious, being 
both temporal and eternal, by ſo much we have 
{till the Advantage; and the rather, ſeeing, the 
Temporals required of us remain in our Poſſeſſion, 
and are our own, as given us of. God, until he is 
pleaſed to demand both us and them, to his own 
Glory; for all are his; by him, through him, 
and for him are all T hings, and therefore let 
me ask this Queſtion, What have we done of this 
Kind? 85 


Now I think I hear 3 happy Soul ſay, 
Bleſſed be the holy Name of the Lord, the God of 
my Salvation, he hath called me by bis Grace to 
this Diſcipleſhip, and enabled me thereby to deny 
and forſake every thing in this World he hath 
hitherto- required of me, and made known as my 


Duty to himſelf and Fellow-Mortals. 


Tus cannot be but through the free Gift of 
God enabling Mankind thereunto, through Faith 


therein at the Times of its Influence, and then co- 


working with it, He therefore who hath thus de- 
ny'd himſelf, let him ſtill continue to take up his 
daily Croſs, and deſpiſe the Shame yet attending, 
in ſome Degree, as my as in that Day, not an 


one 
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one thing only, but in all that Chriſt the Lord, by 
the free Gift of his Grace, requires of him, whe: 


ther of ſaying, doing, or ſuffering, and follow the 


Son of God freely and fully, in the Way of Rege- 


neration; for this is the Way we muſt all follow 
him, if ever we arrive at the Throne of his 
Glory, „ 3 a „„ i 


No Mortal, in his own Wall and Power, 1s able 
to do this; we did hot give ourſelves our firſt Being, 


neither can we of ourſelves acquire this better and 


more excellent State of Being; it is attained by the 


Power and Efficacy of the free Gift of God: That 


divine and powerful Gift, which as heavenly Leaven 
works the Change, inleavening the Mind with its 
own holy, righteous, and divine Nature and Pro- 
perties ; and therefore I preach the Spirit of Chriſt 
once more among you, for he will ſanctify, juſtify, 
and fave you, and in due time alſo glorify ever 

Soul of you who believe in him, and follow and 


obey him, and he himſelf will even teach you ſo 


to do, if you will be inſtructed by him. 


AGAIN, He that will fave his Life, ſhall 
& loſe it; but whoſoever will lay down his Life 
for my Name's Sake, and the Goſpel, the ſame 


<< ſhall find it.” + The natural Life and carnal 


<< Luft of the Fleſh, Eye, and Pride of Life ;” * 
What are they, and where do they end? They all 
periſh with the Uſing. The Riches of this World, 


/ 
© 


Mind of Mankind is attached and ſet upon many 
low and mean Things in this preſent World, which 
are of no Value in themſelves, but rather vexatious 
Incumbrances. All that is in the World, * the 


the right Uſe being perverted, are ſubſervient only 
to its Pleaſures; which war againſt the Soul, and 
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deſtroy its real, true, and laſting Joys in the Sal- 


vation of God, | 


Axp the Honour and Glory of the World is 
falſe; it is a Lye, and unworthy of the Deſire 
and Purſuit of him who knows the free Gift of 
God, and loves it, and walketh therein. He 
hath an Eye to the true and greateſt Glory, that 
which is of God only; and cannot mils it in the 
End. The fallen Life of the Firſt Adam, with all 
its Delights, muſt be denied and loſt, that we 
may find and obtain Life Everlaſting in the Se- 
cond Adam, and live with Him, and in Him for 


ever. 


Acain 3 (as ſaith the Apoſtle) “ It is Given 
*© unto us, not only to believe, but alſo to ſuffer 


for his Name's Sake.“ They ſuffered Scoffing, 


Deriſion, cruel Mockings, ſpoiling of Goods, Im- 
priſonments, Buffetings, Scourgings, and Death; 
and all this, and much more, they endured for 
the Name of the Lord Jeſus and the Goſpel, 
through the free Gift which came upon them by 
Himſelf: And the like alſo have many of us 
ſuffered, through Faith in his Name, and by the 
ſame Gift in this Age, to his Glory, and not our 
own, to whom he hath given the bleſſed Experi- 
ence of the Truth of his Saying of old, He 
that believeth in me, tho? he were dead, yet 


„ ſhall he live; and he that liveth and believeth, 


* ſhall never die.” As it is alſo written, You 
** who were ſometimes dead in Treſpaſſes and 


and Sins, you hath he quickened ; and as in 


* Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be 
*« made alive,” 
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Now by this time 1 hope it may appear, that 
all the Poſterity of Adam might be ſaved; for 
God, willing to make known his univerſal Good- 
neſs, Mercy, and Love, in his beloved Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, commanded the Apoſtle to make this De- 
claration unto the Believers that then were, unto 
whom this Epiſtle was directed; which being pre- 
ſerved on Record unto this Day, (and I hope ever 


will be) it is alſo for our learning, that every one, 


having received the ſame f#ee Gift in our Time, 
may ſeek after it in himſelf, believe in it as they 
did, and be ſaved by it as they were : As faith the 
ſame Apoſtle on another Occaſion ; By Grace 
are ye ſæved, through Faith; it is not of your- 
<< ſelves, it is the Gift of God,” Eph. li. 8. 
On! that all would believe, learn of Chriſt, 
and be ſaved, have everlaſting Life, and enter 
into the Reſt and Glory of God in his Kingdom 
for ever. Oh! that we may all conſider theſe 
things with due Attention and Application of 
Mind, in order to a right Uſe of them, to the 
Glory of God and our own Salvation, 


Wx read of the Martyrs of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
that Abundance of them were deſtroyed for his 
Name's ſake, by many cruel and tormenting Ways, 
and even by Flames of Fire, and by thoſe too 


who called themſelves by his Holy Name, pro- 


leſſed Him in Words, but denying him by theſe 
and other their unrighteous and wicked Works, 
they thereby declared and proved themſelves to be 
Antichriſtians: But when at any time, and from 
time to time, the Notions and Doctrines of thoſe 
Martyrs, through their holy and innocent Lives, 
Chriſtian Conſtancy, and Fortitude under all their 
Sufferings, 


And RtsTORATION by CHRIST. 77 


Sufferings, became Honourable, and in ' Faſhion 
| among the generality of Mankind in any Country, 
and in Vogue in the World, in the next and ſuc- 
ceeding Generations ; then the ſame ſubtile Spirit - 
of Antichriſt, the Old Dragon, which in another 
Profeſſion and Likeneſs had perſecuted thoſe Mar- 
tyrs and Confeſſors of Jeſus, and deſtroyed them, 
then transforming itſelf, and aſſuming the Pro- 
feſſion of thoſe Martyrs and Chriſtians, boaſted-of 
their Sufferings, and preached the ſame Doctrines 
in Words; but lived the Life of the ſinful World, 
profeſſing the. Holy Name of the Son of God, yet 
ſerving their own Luſts, and hating every Ap- 
pearance and Diſpenſation of God, they perſe- 
cuted the Light and Life of the Son of God, in 
thoſe He raiſed up and ſent in this Nation, to 
teſtify againſt them, and reprove them, and ad- 
moniſh the People to turn to the Lord, and to 
the Word of his Grace in themſelves, as a free 
Teacher, and the beſt of all, even the free Gift 
come upon all Men to the Juſtification of Life. 


Bur this crafty Transformation is no new 
Thing, for even in the Days of the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt, that Spirit of Antichrift began to trans- 
form itſelf, and put on the Profeſſion of the Name 
of Chriſt, the better to deceive the Simple; as 
faith the Apoſtle John, who attaining a great 
Age, was the longeſt Liver of all the reſt: As 
you have heard that Antichriſt ſhall come, 
© even now are there many Antichriſts, 
They went out from us, but they were not of 
„ us. 1 Fobn ii. 18, 19. iv. 2. | 


Wu then hath the perſecuting Spirit of Anti- 3 
chriſt to do with Chriſt ; or thoſe who deny 1 
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Him in Works, and reject and perſecute Him in 
his Miniſters and Servants, Members and Chil- 
dren, to do with the Martyrs of Jeſus, or boaſt 
of Him or them, or of his or their Lives, Doc- 
trines, Works, or Sufferings, ſceing they are the 
Succeſſors of thoſe Antichriſts, and of the ſame 
Spirit, as their immoral Works and' Perfecutions 
declare and witneſs n them ? 


Maxy of thoſe, in the Days of the Apoſtles, 
who took upon them the Name of Chriſt, ſoon 
apoſtatized from the Divine Life of Chriſt, as 
Adam did, and yet held their Profeſſion, and exer- 
ciſed all the Fruits of their Apoſtacy under his 
Sacred Name, which is ſtill, to this Day, the 
moſt skilful and ſucceſsful Art of that Spirit in 
Miniſters and Members. Therefore, dear 
Friends, let us ourſelves be aware of it, leſt we 
alſo be deceived, and this Generation receive the 
Form and Doctrines of Truth in the Natural and 
Carnal Mind, in the firſt and fallen Adam, with- 
out the Knowledge of the free Gift of God, or 
any Change wrought in our Hearts thereby, or 
any real Reformation or Knowledge of God; and 
if ſo, the moſt dangerous Apoſtacy of all may 
yet be eſtabliſned: For what can any People pro- 
feſs higker than the Light and Life of the Son of 
God? And if we do not live and walk therein, 
and in the true Fellowſhip thereof, we ſhall be as 
Stumbling-blocks to the reſt of Mankind, and 


not as Way-marks and Lights in the dark 
World : How then ſhould they look any further 


than they ſee us go? I hope therefore you will 


bear this Caution, and rightly uſe it, 


To 
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To draw toward a Concluſion : The Know- 
edge of the Life and Light of the Divine Word, 

\ Wiſdom, and Power of God, muſt be preached 
and reſtored in Mankind, in eve Age of the 
World, as we ſucceed upon the Taru, or elſe 
all Religion is in vain as to a future State, and 
ſubſer vient only to a Civil and Social Decorum 
here. The Mind of Man therefore muſt not only 
be reſtored to the firſt Rectitude of Human Na- 
ture, but improved and eſtabliſhed, by the great 
and neceffiry Work of Regeneration, which never 
can be by any other Means than the everlaſting 
Power and Efficacy of the free Gift that 1s come 
upon all Men by Jeſus Chriſt; and it is this alone 

: at can repair in the Children of Men all the 
Loſs in the Firſt Adam. But they who are igno- 
rant of the Gift of God, tho? it is in them, and 
neglect and deſpiſe it, and never believe in the 
Divine Appearance of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but 
are contented with the Enjoyments of depraved 
Senſe, their low Minds aſcend not above the 
Earth: They think not upon Eternity, or Things 
pertaining to that State, or on any Thing above 
what is here below, or of Senſe. It is not then 
any Form of Religion, or Syſtems. thereof, how 
well ſoever adapted to the Senſes of Mankind, or 
to their Sentiments concerning what they read in 
the holy Scriptures, or elſewhere, or that is or 
can be contrived by the Wit or Will of Man, but 
a real Change and Renoyation of the Mind, by 
the free Gift of God only, that can render any of 


our Services, or Offers of them, acceptable to 
God. 


Ap tho blind Mortals in this dark World 
may ___ their Sentiments and Inventions one 


upon 
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upon another with Violence; and diſpute, envy, 


wrangle, and conteſt, even unto Blood and De- 
ſtruction, contrary to the Nature of the holy 
Chriſtian Religion they profeſs and pretend; yet 
at laſt all Nations, Kindreds, Profeſſions, Opi- 
nions, Pedple and Languages, muſt ſtand — 
the Son of God, the Great and Powerful. Judge of 
the Living and of the Dead, under the Name of 
one of theſe two, either Sheep or Goats, who has 
told us already what He will ſay, and to whom: 

Unto the Sheep on his Right Hand; Come ye 
bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom re- 
pared for you from the Foundation of the World *. 
And the moral Cauſe of that Bleſſing there al- 
ſigned, is Love to the Brethren, Kindneſs and 
Charity. But unto the Goats on his Left Hand 
He will fay, Depart from me, ye curſed, into 
everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels : This is a dreadful Sentence indeed; 

the immoral and unnatural Cauſe whereof is, 
Hardneſs of Heart, want of Compaſſion to the 
diſtreſſed, and of Charity, and of Help to the 
Brethren in Time of Need ; and by Nature all 
Mankind ſtand in that Relation one toward an- 
other. And theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting 
Puniſhment ; but the Righteous into Life Eter- 
nal' jj. We ſee therefore, that whatever our No- 
tions or Prefeſſions of Religion are, or among 
whomſoever we aſſociate ourſelves in this Life, 


all Mankind will be thus determined at laſt, 


— Ml. — — 


* Matthew xxv. 34. 
Ver. 41. 
J Ver. 46. 
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Now. to conclude what I have been upon; the 
Subſtance of all is Charity, it is Love: All our 
Faith, Obedience, Worſhip, and whole Duty to- 
ward God, one toward another, and to Mankind * 
in general, ſhould be done in Love: Therefore 
let every Soul endeavour, by Faith and Obe- 
dience, and true Humility, to come to a Senſe of 
the Love of God, to know the Effuſion and Di- 
vine Influences of it in his and her own Heart, 
and to be thereby ſanctified: And then whatever 
Duty we owe unto God our Creator and Father, 
will naturally ariſe and flow from that pure Foun- 
tain; and whatever is Good and Right among 
Mankind, will likewiſe ariſe and flow from thence, 
And that we may all ſettle upon this ſure Foun- 
dation, and come and remain under the Canopy 
of this Love, and live and die under the Conduct 
thereof, that ſo we may arrive at laſt in the Ocean 
of the Fulneſs thereof, where the Spirits of the 
Juſt are made perfect, is my earneſt Prayer unto 
God our Heavenly Father, who with the Eternal 
Son, through the Holy Spirit, is worthy now and 
for evermore. 
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SALVATION. 


— CENT 


A DISCOURSE delivered at the 
Meeting Houſe in Gracechurch - ſtreet , 
London, September 25, 1737. 


Evening with you, my Friends, I 
have obſerved the moſt kind, the 
moſt merciful, beneficent Invitation 
of the Moſt High unto All Man- 
kind, to return from the Evil of their Ways to 
Himſelf, and be ſaved : And, as I have conſi- 
L 2 dered 


S I was waiting upon, God this =O 
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; dered the Invitation and the Univerſal Extent of 
it, 1 have reaſoned in myſelf” from hence, and I 
think, with very great Clearneſs, That God hath 
not precluded Any Soul from everlaſting Lite, by 


any Act or Decree of His, ſince All Mortals 
upon the Face of the Earth are included in this 
Invitation, which I have occaſionally read in the 
Holy Scripture not long ago; and it is after this 
Nn There is no God elſe beſide me, a 

«© Juſt God, and a Saviour, there is none beſide 
« me. Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, All the 
&« Ends of the Earth; for I am God, and there is 
«© none elſe,” Jia. xlv. 22. The Ends of 
the Earth here are put for the Whole Inhabitants of 
it, and not reſtricted to Any Age or Time; and 
where A I. IL are invited, there is uot ON E 
excepted : If therefore there be any Soul here under 
Diſtreſs, with Regard to Salvation, or any man- 
ner of Doubt or Queſtion about it, That Soul is 
certainly included in the Call of God, in this mer- 
ciful Invitation to Salvation, 


I s there any one here at a Loſs, how, and 
where, and after what Manner to look unto God ? 


I ſhould be very glad, if, through the Grace of 


God, I might be enabled this Evening to help 
and rightly direct any one in this Point : 1 lay 


then, that tho* in our Natural State we are all 


ignorant of God, yet that we may gradually come 
to the Knowledge of Him, and live with Him 
for ever, He hath given us Natural Senſes, Fa- 
culties, Reaſon, and Underſtanding, that, in the 
Uſe of them, caſting our Eyes upon the Great 
Book of the Creation of God, we may, with 
infallible Aſſurance, determine, that it hath an 
Almighty, All-wite Author and Supporter and 


accord 


To ALL MANKIND. 85 


accordingly the Apoſtle Paul, in his Epiſtle to 
the Romans, [i. 19, 29; ] ſpeaks very Ratidnally, 
as well as Divinely, on that Subject; for aß he 
was, in a particular manner, a Miniſter to the 
Gentiles, and they enured to the Exerciſe of their 
Natural Reaſon and Underſtanding, he took them 
in their own way of Thinking, in order to the 
Beginning of the Knowledge of God, ſay ing, 
0 Becauſe that which may be known of God is 
„ manifeſt in (or to) Them, for God hath 
4 ſhewed it unto Them. For the Inviſible 
+ Things of Him from the Creation of the 
1 World are clearly Seen, being Underſtood. by 
„the Things that are made, even His Eternal 
« Power and Godbead : So that they are;(or may 
be) without Excuſe.“ 


Hr f E the Apoſtle reaſons from the Effects to 


the Cauſe, and infers an undeniable Concluſion: 


The Things that are made, of whole Beings we arc 1 1 
infallibly aſſured, even by our Senſes, that bey | =. 
are, that they have real Exiſtences: The Sun, —_ 
Moon and Stars, the innumerable Holt of Heaven, _ = 
the Earth, and all Things therein, and our own = 
Being, of which we are certain, theſe being Rea- | : 


lities, and not fantaſtical Appearances, - Beings 
noble and ſtupendous, declare themſelves in their 
oven Still, yet Loud and Well-known Language, 

even by their own Nature, to have an Eternal, 
Almighty, All-wiſe, Unlimited Power and Be- 
ing for their Author; and if Mankind be not 
become altogether without Thought, irrational 
and ſtupid, (if any one can be ſo) they muſt needs 
know, that an Eternal, Incomprehenſible Power 
hath produced all theſe Things: We may and 
ought therefore, to look unto Gad in the Things 


which _ _—_ 
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which He hath made, and thereby underſtand, 
that He Is, and is Eternal, without Beginning or 
End in his Being; that He is Almighty in Power, 
All-wiſe, Omnipreſent ; that He hath given Be- 
ing to all Things, and ſupports and continues 


Them : Thar He is infinite in Love, Goodneſs, 


Juſtice, Mercy, Beneficence and Truth : That 
He is ſo likewiſe in Righteouſnefs, and the Author 
of all thoſe Properties manifeſt (fo far as they are 
manifeſted) in Mankind. This therefore is the 
firſt and moſt obvious Way we can loo unto God, 
as Rational Creatures, by the Things that are 


W have been ſome of us more, and others 
le& Time in the World, and have ſeen, at leaſt in 
a ſuperficial manner, the Things that are made 
let every one of ſuch therefore conſider, with 
reſpect to himſelf ; Have I at all looked unto God 
according to this Invitation ? Have I at all been 


able to perceive Him in his Works, but to look 


upon his Works only, without any due Regard 
to Himſelf, or Conſideration of the Things 
that are made, or the Greatneſs and Divine 
Properties and Attributes of the Almighty 


Author -of them ? 


Ann, as we all grant, that God is inviſible in 
Himſelf to all corporeal Eyes, the next way, 
whereby we may look unto Him with further Ad- 
miration, is, in the conſtant Courſe of his Pro- 
vidence, whereby He upholds and continues all 
his Works in Succeſſion trom Generation to Gene- 
ration, and provides for them all, from the Higheſt 
to the Loweſt, Greateſt to the Leaſt, withour 

| loſing 


— 
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loſing or neglecting any one Species or Particular 


which He hath made; by which we may learn 


his endleſs Goodneſs, and, that He ſtill regards 
them all, and ever will. 


Axd We, and all the Ends of the Earth, have 
yet ſtill a more excellent way to look unto God 
for the glafious End of that gracious Invitation, 
the Eternal Salvation of our Souls; that is, by 
the Divine Light of his Son, the Spirit of Chriſt, 
who is before all Works and Worlds, and was 
with God when he laid the Foundations thereof, 
under the Character of Wiſdom, and fo declared 
to be in the Holy Scriptures, where Wiſdom 
faith, The Lord poſſeſſed me in the Beginning 
* of his Way, before his Works of old. I was 
„ ſer up from Everlaſting, from the Beginning, 
< or ever the Earth was. When there were no 
Depths I was brought forth , when there were 
© no Fountains abounding with Water. Before 
„ the Mountains were ſettled, before the Hills 
was I brought forth, while as yet he had not 
«© made the Earth, nor the Fields, nor the 
«© higheſt Part of the Duſt of the World. When 


He prepared the Heavens, I was there; when 


oe 


140 


„ when He eſtabliſhed the Clouds above; when 
He ſtrengthened the Fountains of the Deep; 

when He gave to the Sea his Decree, that the 
Waters ſhould not paſs his Commandment z 
when He appointed the Foundations of the 
Earth; then I was by Him, as One brought up 
« with Him: And I was daily his Delight, 


cc 


406 
44 
cc 


«< 


. 


habitable Part of his Earth; and my Delights 


nee 


He ſet a Compaſs upon the Face of the Depth; 


rejoicing always before Him; rejoicing in the 
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cc. 


were with the Sons of Men.“ Prov. vill, 


22 to 31. 


cc 
cc 
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ſubject to Hurt, loving the Thing 


cc 


1 g 66 Wisdom, which is the Yorker of 
all Things, taught me; for in her is an under- 
ſtanding Spirit, Ye one only, manitold, 
fubtile, * lively, clear, undefileds, plain, not 

Mat is good, 
quick, which cannot be letted, * ready to do 
Good, kind to Man, ſtedfaſt, ſure, free from 
Care, having all Power, rerſeeing all Things, 
and going through all Underſtanding, pure 


and moſt fubrile Spirits: For Wiſdom is more 
moving than any Motion; ſhe paſſeth and 


gocth through all Things, by reaſon of her 


Pureneſs; for ſhe is the Breath of the Power 


of God, and a pure Influence flowing from the 


Glory of the Almighty ; therefore can no 
Acfiled Thing fall into her, for ſhe is the 


Brightneſs of the Everlaſting Light, the un- 
ſpotted Mirror of the Power of God, and the 


Image of his Goodneſs : And being but one, 


ſhe can do all Things ; and remaining in herſelf, 
ſhe maketh all Things new, and in all Ages 
entering into holy Souls, ſhe maketh them Friends 


' of God and Prophets ; for God loveth none, but 


Him that dwelleth with Wiſdom ; tor ſhe is 


more beautiful than the Sun, and above all the 


Order of Stars: being compared With. the 
Ligbt, ſhe is 5 found before i | Ag 


Tus is thus written of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Wiſdom of God, the Eternal, Eſſential Light, 
the Covenant of God with the Gentiles, the Word 

of God, and True Light, that lightetb every Man 
that cometh into the World. 


AND 


o 
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AnD for a further Inſtrumental Help to Man- 
kind, to look unto God for Salvation, He hath alſa 
given us the Holy Scriptures : They were not 
all written at one Time, but occaſionally, at ſe- 
veral different Times and Ages, by the Divine 
Inſpiration, and cogent Force of the Influence 
of the Holy Spirit of Chriſt, which is Eternal 
Wiſdom, and is before all Worlds, and before all 
Scriptures : The oldeſt Date of any of the Scrip- 
tures is in the Days of Moſes, about 797 Years 
after the Flood, and about 2453 Years after the 
Creation, according to what he hath written. 


Axp God foreknowing that Mankind would 
degenerate further and further, to a general Apo- 
ſtacy from Him, after the Flood, as well as be- 
fore; was pleaſed to inſtruct Mankind by Man, 
from time to time, by thoſe he made Choice of 
to that End; for God doth much Good unto Man 
by Man, as fallen Man is an evil Inſtrument for 
the Hurt of Man; as faith the Scripture, ©* For 
* ſince by Man came Death, by Man came alſo 
the Reſurrection of the Dead. As in Adam all 
die, ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive.“ 1 Cor. 
xv. 21, 22, So God makes uſe of Man, ſome 
for the Help of the reſt, according to his good 
Will and Pleaſure ; and qualifies one and anothef, 
and ſo many as He pleaſes, from Age to Age, 
and Generation to Generation, 


Tux Scriptures then were thus written for the 
Inſtruction of thoſe Ages wherein they were writ- 
ten, and to whom they were delivered ; and be- 
ing preſerved by the ſpecial Providence of God, 
and preſented by the ſame .unto us in our own 
Language, they are for our Learning Alſo, 

M AND 
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Ap we may ſee what a high Efteem and 
Notion the Jews had of the Scriptures of the Old 
Teſtament, the Value and Uſe whereof was like- 
wiſe confirmed by Chriſt himſelf, by the Evi- 
dence and Manifeſtation of whoſe Holy Spirit 
they had been wrote, long before he came in the 
Fleſh, according to the Predictions therein con- 


tained : Yet they carried their Eſteem too high; 


they conceived an Expectation from the Scrip- 
tures which God never gave them; it was their 
own Imaginations and Miſunderſtanding that 
carried them to that exorbitant Expectation ; yet 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt made a right Uſe of it, in 
order to draw or direct them to Himſelf, ſaying, 
<< Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye 
have Eternal Life, and they are they which 
<< teſtify of me; and ye will not come to me, 
that ye might have Life.” (John v. 39, 40.) 
Certainly no People could have a higher Eſteem - 
for the Scripture, or expect more from them than 
Eternal Life; yet their Expectations were wrong, 
for Eternal Life was not, neither is it, in the 
Scriptures, but in Chriſt himſelf, of whom they 
only teſtify. He owned that they teſtified of 
Him; but then here was the Neglect, Shortneſs, 
and Loſs of that People, Ye will not come to 
« me, that ye might have Life.” They would 
not look unto God in Him who was accompanied 
by Almighty Power, by which he commanded 
all Diſtempers, healed all Manner of Diſeaſes by 
his Word, and raiſed the Dead in his Father's 
Power. 


TuxII Error was not in ſearching the Scrip- 
tures, for they were written for their Learning, 
and that thereby they might have Hope of a Sa- 


viour, 
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viour, by the Predictions and Promiſes of God 


contained in them, and they are ever worthy to 


be ſearched, believed, and regarded; for they 
teſtified and do teſtify of Him; the Power of the 
Father teſtified of Him, in all the miraculous 
Works done by Him in their Sight, upon which 
He put the Teſt of the Truth of his Miſſion as 
the Meſſiah, ſaying, If I do not the Works 
of my Father, believe me not; but if I do, 


though ye believe not me, believe the Works.” 


(John x. 37, 38. xiv. 11.) Yet they would not 
believe Him, | | 


Ax p He likewiſe told them, „He was come 
e that they might have Life, and that they 
% might have it more abundantly. ” Jobn x. 10. 
And yet they would not come unto Him for it, 
they would not loo unto the Father in Him, they 
would not accept the Invitation, and therefore they 
miſſed of that great Salvation, and have not at- 


tained it unto this Day, becauſe they will not come 


* 


unto Him that they might have Life, but are ba- 
niſned from the Land of Promiſe, and trodden 
under foot of all Nations, 


IT is now ſeveral Ages ſince our Progenitors 
had the holy Scriptures of both Teſtaments tran- 
ſlated into our own Language, ſtrictly and ex- 
actly enough, with reſpect to all Points neceſſary 
to Salvation ; and they had, and we itill have, 
the free Uſe of them; a great Blefling, of which 


ſome of our neighbouring 'Nations are hitherto. 


deprived, Have we read them with Diligence 
and Attention? Have we duly conſidered them, 
and made a right Uſe of them ? What Advan- 
tage have we reaped thereby? Are we come 

2 | unto 
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unto: God, whoſe Invitation is recorded therein, 
and unto Chriſt, of whom they abundantly teſtify 


in every Diſpenſation? What End have we had 


in reading the Scriptures? Hath it been only to 
furniſh ourſelves with certain Texts thereof, where- 
by. to fight one againſt another, to aggravate one 
another, and exerciſe our Paſſions upon one an- 
other, and to ſupport this, that, and the other 
Notion and Opinion, true or falſe ; and never re- 
gard the Moral Precepts, holy Examples, or 
great and neceſſary Goſpel Truths and Doctrines 
they contain, ſo as to bring them into Practice? 
This would be an ill and perverſe Uſe, or rather 
Abuſe of them, and a great Neglect, 


Have we indeed looked unto the only True and 
Living God, of whom we' read in the Holy 
Scriptures, with Deſire and Hope of Salvation by 
Him? Have we looked, with Sincerity, to the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of whom. they teſtify ? The 
Creation of God declares that He is, but we can- 
not find Him there with all our Search, we can- 
not xnow Him thereby. No Man by ſearch- 
ing can find out God to Perfection.“ We all 
know, who have ſo ſearched, we cannot find 
Him thereby, we cannot ſee Him fully and clear- 
ly there. They teſtify of Chriſt, and are clear 
and full in their Teſtimony of and concerning 
Him in all Points: But alas! I am afraid the 
ſame Charge is too true at this Day, againſt the 
generality of People profeſſing the Chriſtian Faith 
and Religion, which was juſtly uttered againſt 
the Jeus in that Day; Lou will not come unto 
„ nme: You might, but you will not come to 
the Son of God, that you may have Life, and 
know the Aboundings of it in you, by Him, 

"age Ta uy even 
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«© even as a Well of living Water ſpringing up 
% unto Life Eternal, 


THe Scriptures give a ſure Report of Chriſt 
the Son of God, and that all that is to be known 
of the Father,_js revealed and manifeſt in Him. 
They teſtify that He is the Eternal Word, Wi. 
dom, and Power of God; that He was born, as 
to his Bodily Appearance, of the holy Virgin 
Mary; that the Power of the Higheſt over- 
ſhadowed her, the Holy Divine Influence came | 
udon her, by which ſhe begame pregnant, in | 
orqer to that wonderful Production conceived in 

thereby, that Holy Thing called the Son of 

: Of which ſhe being premoniſhed, by the 

Meſſenger of the Moſt High, ſhe believed the 
Meſſage, and by Faith conceived the true and 
promiſed Seed, the Redeemer of the World; 
that all Men might believe in Him, and be born 
of the Spirit of Him, who was thus, by the Spirit, 
conceived in the Fleſh ; that even, as Eve, fallng | 
by Temptation from her Faith in the Word ot 
God, conceived that evil Seed that was of the 
Evil-One, the Murderer, that flew his Brother, and 
by whoſe Unbelief and Fall Sin entered and over- 
ſpread the World; fo might all Mankind, by 
Faith, look unto Him born of the Virgin, and 
unto the Fatber, in and by Him, for Salvation, 
: for in Him alone is the Promiſe of God fulfilled ; 
The Seed of the Woman ſhall bruiſe the Ser- 
5+ pent's Head.” 


AND what do the Scriptures further teſtify con- IF 
cerning the Son of God? They bear Teſtimony 7 
of Him in more Points abundance than I have 
either Time or Strength, or is needful, at this 
8 . Time 
. 


— 
— 
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Time to go through ; becauſe moſt of you now 
in my Audience (of ſeveral Perſuaſions) have 
read the holy Scriptures, I do not doubt ; yet I 
defire and exhort you young Men and Women 
eſpecially, not only to read them, but conſider 
them, that you may underſtand them, and be 
more fully informed in thoſe Points and others by 
them; waiting, in the mean time, for the inbreath- 
ing of the Life and Light of the Lord Chriſt, by 
the Influence of whoſe Spirit they were firſt writ- 
ten, without which they are not rightly to be 
underſtood, or the true End of them attained. 
Luke xxiv. 45. John xx. 22, Yet the Concern 
and Influence I am now under, may carry me 
further on this Subject, for your ſakes, than I am 


now aware, | 


Tux Lord Jeſus was concealed from the People 
till about the twelfth Year of his Age, and then a 
Glimpſe of the Wiſdom of the Father began to 
ſhine in Him, and through Him, among the 
Wiſe and Learned in that Day among them ; yet 
was not made manifeſt as the Meſſiah, until the 
Divine Influence of the ſame Power which ope- 
rated in his Bodily Production, did anoint or fit. 
Him to preach the Goſpel of Salvation unto his 
People. And then He was made manifeſt, not 
only by wonderful Works, but by his Doctrines 
which He publiſhed among the People ; yet tho? 
He ſpake as never Man ſpake, with reſpect to 
that Wiſdom and Power in which He did ſpeak, 
few there were who underſtpod Him; ſo that they 
were ſtill ſnort, at that Time, of the true and full 
End of his Appearance; for He was to be made 
manifeſt, not only to the Jetos, but univerjally 
unto all Nations, in a nearer and more Divine 
and 
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was, tho* that was indeed glorious, but by De- 
grees, from one Diſpenſation to another, according 
to the Prophecy of Jaiab, the Evangelical Pro- 
phet, where he ſpeaketh of the Son of God, as Man 
in the State of a Servant of God, and even in a 
Manner as ſuch (a Servant) in the Sight of Men, 


and in which he did indeed firſt appear in the Fleſn; 


that is to ſay, ©* Behold my Servant whom 1 
*© uphold; mine ELecT, in whom my Soul de- 
lighteth; I have put my Spirit upon him, he 
ſhall bring forth Judgment to the Gentiles. 
e Jſaiab. xlii. 1. Again, Ver. 6, 7; 1 the 
Lord have called thee in Righteouſneſs, and 
will hold thine Hand, and will keep thee, and 
give thee for a Covenant of the People, for a Light 
of the Gentiles; to open the blind Eyes, to 
bring out the Priſoners from the Priſon, and 


65 them that fit in Darkneſs out of the Priſon- 
6c Houſe.” 


cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


TH1s Prophecy was uttered and recorded ſeve- 
ral Hundreds of Years before the Lord Chrift 
came to that People. We may ſee plainly by 
this, there was a Fore-Promiſe of him to all Na- 
tions, as a Light to inlighten them, The Moſt-high 
is inviſible, he dwelleth in divine eternal Light in- 
acceſſible: No Creature can behold him as he is; 
there is therefore a Medium and Qualification 
needful to us, whereby we may approach him, 
come unto him, and be ſaved with an everlaſtin 
and glorious Salvation; and therefore he hat Wo | 
forth his Wok D., cloathed with a reaſonable 


—_— 
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+ About 712 Years before Chriſt. 
Human 


and excellent way than his dutward Appearance 
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Human Mind, and Human Body, to declare him, 
according to that Saying, ** Sacrifice and Offer- 
ing thou did{t not defire, mine Ears haſt thou 
* .opened ; Burnt-Offering and Sin- Offering haſt 
thou not required: then ſaid I, Lo! I come: In 
* the Volume of the Book it is written of me; I 
delight to do thy Will, O my God; yea, thy 
« Law is within my Heart. . 
Tſaiab i. 11. Ixvi. 3. Heb. x. 5. This Son of 
the Higheſt, thus cloathed with Humanity, is the 
Mediator between God and all other Men, by 
whoſe Holy Spirit and Power the Mind of Man is 
waſhed, ſanctified, and qualified, ſo as, through 
this Veil, to behold the inacceſſible Glory of the 
Father, and live. 


* 


N ow the Word himſelf is the Glory of the Fa- 
ther thus veiled, and 1s Light m Men, variouſly 
proportioned 1n Point of Manifeſtation, and pro- 
poſed as the Object of the Faith of all Men, as he 
is Divine Light; the true Light, which lighteth 
every Man that cometh into the World: And it is 
ſaid, The Gentiles ſhall come to this Light, 


"<6 and Kings to the Brightneſs of his Ariſing , 1jatahb 
« Ix. 2, 3. And in his Name ſhall the Gentiles 
c truſt.” Matt. xii. 21. iv. 16. 


Taz Father hath ſent his Son Chriſt, that all 
Mankind may believe in him, and /ook unto the 
Father, in and by him; and there is not another 
Way. Mankind were in Darkneſs, in Ignorance, 


they had loſt the Knowledge of God ; and we 


likewiſe by Nature are all ignorant of God, and 


can never come to the Knowledge of him and 
look to him ſo as to be ſaved by him, 1 we 
look u unto him in his own Light. | 


TAF 
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Tu firſt Thing therefore that we Mortals 
muſt do, in order to this Salvation, is, to beljeve 
in this Light, and the Power that dwelleth therein: 
For without Faith it is > dr to pleaſe God, 
e or to be born of this Light, or become a Chil, 
«© of God, who is Light. This Faith is calle 
the Faith of the Operation of God, | becauſe it is 
raiſed in the Heart by the Manjfeſtation of the 
Light and Power of the Spirit of Chriſt in the 
Mind: There the Scriptures teſtify that he is; 
«© The Word is nigh thee, in thy Heart, and in 
thy Mouth, that thou may'ſt hear it, an do it * 
and again, faith Chriſt of himſelf, I am the 
Light of the World; he that followeth me ſhall 
not abide in Darkneſs, but ſhall have the Light 
« of Life.” 4 | 


Acain; we muſt believe in him, and receive 
him, as he is the Word of God, and as he is God; 
for the Scriptures ſo teſtify of him, ** That in the 
Beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
« with God, and the Word was God: In him 
« was Life, and the Life was the Light of Men.“ 
So then, this Evangeliſt plainly declares the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt to he the true God, manifeſted in the 
proper Nature of Man. Does the Evangeliſt there- 
Kee teach that the Divine Nature was ch 
into the Human? No: or that the Human Nature 
was become the Divine Nature? No truly; but 
that the Human Nature, a reaſonable Soul, 
cloathed with a Human Body, was aſſumed by the 
Divine Word, the Wiſdom and Power gf God, 
in a ſubſtantial Union, the Word and reaſonable 
Squl, . or Mind, * ſeparable any more 5 
| | 8 
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all Eternity, though the Soul and Body were once 
e after their firſt Union, as one Man. 


Ap Jeſus Chriſt being the eternal Son of God, 

is not made, but: begotten z neither was he made, 
as he is Man, with reſpect either to Body or Mind, 

but begotten by Divine Influence; and under this 
Conſideration, and by Virtue of this Union, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as one with God, is properly 
and truly called. God, being denominated accord- 
ing to his ſuperior Nature, and, in that Senſe, is 
God. And he is alſo the Holy Gboſt, the Spirit 
of Truib, Lthe Comforter, in his ſpiritual Nature 
cloathed with Humanity, and] leadeth into all 
Truth; and in this Union he is alſo the Light 
of the World, who could never have beheld him 

in his unveiled Deity. 


We muſt therefore not remain in a bare Re- 
port of God and Chriſt, though we find it in the 
Holy Scriptures, and that Teſtimony is for ever 
true; but we muſt look unto God through Chriſt 
the Mediator, near unto ourſelves, as Chriſt ſaid 
of his own Spirit, T * He dwelleth with you, 
and ſhalt be in you; I will not leave you com- 
«© fortleſs ; I will come to you.” Again; He 
ec came unto his Own, and his Own received him 
not; but as many as received him, to them 
gave he Power to become the Sons of God, 
seven to them that believe on his Name, ” 745 


he i is che Word of God: and not o y as Man. 
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Tux Jews were his Own in a more particular 


Manner than other Men, by . a. Covenant of 
Works, made with their Fathers by the Media- 
tion of Moſes, the Servant at Mount Sinai; but 
they rejected Chriſt as a Deceiver, though he is the 
Son of God, and Mediator of a more excellent 
Law and Covenant, which ſhall endure for ever; 
yet there was a Remnant of them that believed 
and received him; and to them, but: not unto the 


Unbelievers, he gave Power to become the Sons. 


of God: Not by Eternal Generation, as the Son 
himſelf is,4; but by Regeneration in Time, where- 
by they are made Partakers of the Divine Nature; 
as it is written, *©* Foraſmuch then as the Chil- 
< dren are Partakers of Fleſh and Blood, he (the 
Son) himſelf likewiſe took Part of the ſame ;“ 
{o then the Son took Part of the Human Nature, 
that we might be made Partakers of the Divine 
Nature in him, through Faith in his Power, and 
thereby become the Sons of God, not by Creation 
only in the Firſt Adam, but as begotten of God, 
by Chriſt, the Word of his Power, who is the 
Second Adam, the Lord from Heaven, : the Lord 
and Giver of Life, and quickning Spirit, eloathed 
with Humanity, like unto us in all Things, Sin 
excepted: That as he was a little lower than the An- 
gels, for the Suffering of Death for us, ſo we, by 
him the Son, the Firſt- born, might be preſented 
before the Throne of the Father, perfect in Heaven, 
with the innumerable Company of the Holy An- 


— 


1 1 Peter i. 23. 
|| Hebrews ii. 14. 2 £675 ow 
N 2 gels 
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els of God, and Spirits of the Juſt, who on Earth 
oe unto God, from all the Ends of the ſame, 
through the Son, and by him obtained this great 
Salvation. 2 —_ 


Now Friends, to you in particular do I direct 
this; who are the Offspring of thoſe who ate glo- 
rified it Heaven, through Faith in the Soni of 
God; atid that Grace by which they did believe; 
having been faithful in their Day, and known this 
glorious Work of Regeneration: It is not by Blood, 
as their Deſcendants in Nature; for Fleſh and 
Blood can only beget Fleſh and Blood: Nature 
can only beget and bring forth het own Likenels. 
We are all the Deſcendants of the Firſt Adam, by 
Procreation, according to the Ordinance of God 
in Nature, and of our next immediate Parents 
after ihe Fleſh; but he muſt all believe in the 
Spirit and Phwer of Chriſt, in his immediate 
Iperatibh in our Hearts, that we alſo may be re- 
generatef, and brought forth in the Image of God, 
and Divitie Nature of the Lord Jeſas Chriſt, in 
whom we have likewiſe believed in our Day; 
for if we ſhould receive all the Doftrines of Truth 
which they received, and be in the Practice of all 
the Eſtabliſhments ſettled among them by the 
Wiſdom of Truth, by way of Tradition only, 
without the Zife and Light of Truth revealed in 
bicyſelvt?, we ſhould fall thort of Salvation in the 
End, notwithſtanding, 


Bu r as we are all likewiſe called of God, by 
his Univerſal Grace, and none excluded, we muſt 
comply with the Means which God hath appointed, 


in 


| 
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in order to obtain his Salvation; that is, to believe, - 


follow, and obey the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Word 
of Life, as He is Divinely revealed and mani- 
felted in us; and I truſt many of you of this 
Age have already ſo believed. 


Anv as He is God, He is Omnipreſent, and 
therefore very near unto all Mankind, and in us, 
tho? we cannot perceive Him in our Natural 
State, becauſe of our want of proper Qualifica- 
tions; we are blind by Nature, as to the Thing 
of God, and want Eye-falve from Him. Saad, 
through a furious blind Zeal, was perſecuting the 
Church of Chriſt, till Tight from the Son of 
Cod from Heaven ſhined 
« with a Voice from above confounded him; 
„ ſaying, Saul ! Saul ! why perſecuteſt thou me? 
For which unreaſonable Work he could offer no 
Reaſon, but humbly ſubmitted to the juſt Judg- 
ment exerciſed upon him from Above. 


We may ſee then how this great Perſecutor 
was convinced of the Error of his Ways, by s 
Light from Heaven, and the Voice of the Son of 
God. Oh! the blind Zeal and Wickedneſs of 
fooliſh and furious Man, in perſecuting the Chil- 
dren of God, as faith the Scripture, © They that 
e are born after the Fleſh, always perſecute them 
<< that are born after the Spirit,” until God in 
Goodneſs and Mercy unto his own Seed, con- 
founds and rebukes their Enemies, by his Voice 
from Heaven, by his divine and powertul Word, 
and puts a Stop to their F nf ar Rage. There 

is a cogent Energy in the Voice of God above 
any otffer Power; this Perſecutor was overcome 


| thereby, 


around him, and 


5 


e 
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thereby, and, of a furious Perſecutor of Chrift 


in his Members upon Earth, in the Spirit and 
Power of the Prieſts and Rulers of that Day, be- 


came a noble Inſtrument for Chriſt and the Glory 


of God, through thoſe Qualifications wrought in 


him by the Spirit of Chriſt, which alſo attended 
him in his Miniſtry, whether in publiſhing the 
Truths of the Goſpel revealed unto him given 
him in Charge, or working of Miracles, accord- 
ing to the Diſpenſation of God in that Age of the 
World. We may ſee therefore in this great In- 
ſtance, how ſoon the Lord can work ſo great a 
Change in the Hearts and Underſtandings of 
Mankind: But to witneſs a real Change in our- 


ſelves, and the Completion of it by the fame 


Power, is what all ought to wait for, and not 


reſt contented in hearing what the Lord hath 


done for others, tho? we may firmly believe it. 


Who art thou, =) that 1 perſecute So 
I obſerve further upon this, "that at that Time the 
Son of God was exalted at the Right Hand of 
the Eternal Majeſty on high; glorified with the 
ſame Glory that he had with the Father before all 
Worlds, far above all Principalities and Powers, 
out of the reach of all Perſecution in Himſelf; yer 


we may ſee He takes the Perſecutions exerciſed 


upon. thoſe who believe in his Name on Earth, 
and are born of the ſame Immortal Power and 
and Word of Life, as done unto Himſelf ; for 
He is not aſhamed to call them Brethren, What 
great and glorious Privileges then have they who 
believe in the Son of God, and ſtand for the 
Glory of his Name, in doing and ſuffering ac- 
cording to his Holy Will! Thoſe ſtill look = 
Go 
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Cad for Salvation at laft, through and out of all 
Perſecution and Sufferings for his Name's Sake and 
Goſpel, and they are not diſappointed. "EP 


Axp we may alſo ſee, with Thankfulneſs to 
the Lord, how by his Wiſdom and Power He 
hath cut down the Spirit of Bloodſhed and Perſe- 
cution in this Nation, in a good Degree, in this 
laſt Age: And I do believe, nay I am aſſured 
of it, that the Lord will cut off that evil Spirit 
by the Root, and leave neither. Root nor Branch 
of it, in his own due Time. 


Tur Name of Saul being changed into Paul, 
and his Heart greatly changed and turned unto 
the Lord, he was ſent on a better Errand ; for 
his Miſſion . was, to bear the Name of the 
Lord before the Gentiles, and Kings, and the 
„ Children of Hael: He was filled with the 
Holy Ghoſt, made a - Miniſter thereby, and 

fent unto the Gentiles, to open their Eyes, and 
turn them from Darkneſs to Light, and from 
* the Power of Satan unto God, that they might 
receive Forgiveneſs of Sins, and Inheritance 
among them who are ſanctified by Faith in the 
« Son of God.” As ix. 15, 17, 20. xxvi. 16, 
19, . 


14 


cc 


cc 


Now what Light is this the Gentiles were * 
are to be turned unto, in order to the F orgive- 
neſs of their Sins, Sanctification of their Heares, 
and Inheritance among the Sanctified? He is even 
the ſame I have mentioned unto you already, 
where the Father ſaid unto the Son, “ I will 


give Thee a Light of thaGentiles, and a Cove- 
„nat 
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** nant of the People: Unto Him who faith 
of Himſelf, I am the Light of the World; 
unto Him. who is the word of God, the True 
Light which lighteth every Man that cometh into 
the World : To the True and Eternal God, who 
is that Light. This is the Sum of the Goſpel, 
and of the Miſſion of this Apoſtle, and of all the 
Apoſtles of Chriſt in that Day, and of every 
Goſpel Miniſter now, and throughout all Gene- 
rations 3 that All Mankind believing in this Light, 
and being turned unto Him, may have Remiſ- 
fron of Sins, and Inheritance among them whay 
are ſanctified through Faith in Him; without 
which Faith, Turning, and Sanctification, there 
is not, ever was, or ſhall be, any ſuch Inhe- 
ritance, by any Soul who hath known the Viſi- 
tation and Manifeſtation of it, in any Meaſure, 


1 and rejected it. ) 
N Tunis Light hath ſhined in Darkneſs from the 

; firſt Lapſe of Mankind, and doth ſtill ſhine 

þ there, and ever will, throughout all Ages. Man, 


in his Natural State is, in Compariſon of this 

Light, but Darkneſs : This is that Darkneſs of 

which the Son of God gives this Caution, Take 

_ & heed therefore that the Light which is in thee 
= © be not Darkneſs. If the Light that is in 

= © thee be Darkneſs, how great is that Darkneſs !”, 

1 it is even total Darkneſs. The Natural Mind, 

with all its Reaſon and Faculties, is but Dark- 

neſs, with reſpect to the Knowledge of God, or 
the Things of God pertaining to 5 Kingdom, i 

according to the Apoſtle to the Believers in that 

Day, Le were ſometimes Darkneſs, but now 

&« are ye Light in the Lord: (ph. v. 8.) walk 


© as 
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cc as Children of Light.” Again, ſaid the Lord 
Chriſt unto his Believers and Followers. in that 
Day, Le are the Light of the World.“ Mat. 
v. 14. And this is ſtill the ſame in all that dwell 
in the Light and Life of the Son of God, in every 
Age of the World. 


We may ſee the great Change then that is 
made in Mankind, 'by turning from Satan, the 
Prince of the Power of Darkneſs, and from 
Mankind themſelves, who are by Nature that 
Darkneſs, unto the Son of God, who is that 
true Light, which lighteth every Man that 
cometh” into the World. He is always in the 
World, a Witneſs for the Father againſt the 
World, and the Sins and Corruptions of it: A 
Reprover and Condemner of the World, until 
they believe in Him, turn unto Him, and re- 
pent, and forſake the Evil of their Ways, them- 
ſelves, and the Evil-One : And then that Di- 
vine Light ſhineth out of that Darkneſs, the 
blind Eye is opened, the deaf Ear is unſtopped, 
and Mankind behold the Beauty of the Lord 
in Holineſs, and in Truth, and hear the ſure 
Voice of Salvation by Him. | 


"a open the blind Eye, Sc. This is the 
-Work of the Miniſtry which God Himſelf is 
the Author of, who are raiſed up and qualified, 
by the Word of Truth working iti them to 
that End, and by no other Way: And tho? 
they preach Chriſt the Light of the World, in 
the Demonſtration of his Spirit and Power, and 
thoſe Truths and Doctrines which tend to the 


M ankind, 


opening of the Eyes of the Underſtatidings of 
© 


. 
- * 
4 
* 1 
= 
. 5 
3 
* 
3 
2 
£ 
=— . 
* 1 
5 
* 
* 
- 
wu 
% 


bo 
| "I * 


106 GOD's Merciful INVIrATION 


Mankind, yet ſtill it is God Himſelf who 
worketh this great Work, where it is wrought ; 
his Miniſters are only Co-workers with his Holy 
Spirit therein, or as feeble Inſtruments in his 
Hand, by whom He himſelf bringeth to paſs 
ſo great Works and Salvation ; as. the Apo- 
ſtle ſaith of the Redeemed in that Day, We 
are his Workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus 
% unto good Works.“ Eph. ii. 10. 


The Scripture, ſaith the Apoſtle *, hath 
“ concluded all under Sin.” Was it that Man- 
kind ſhould be ſettled in Sin for Life in this 
World, as Fools have taught? No, by no 


Means, he ſpeaketh more excellent Things; 


« That the Promiſe by Faith of Feſus Chriſt 
„ might be given to them that believe;” fo 
that it is only declaratory of the State of the 
Natural Man until he believe in Chriſt, How 
then muſt Mankind believe in Chriſt ? Accord- 
ing to the Promiſe, I will give thee a Light 
of the Gentiles; that all Mankind might be- 
lieve in the Son of God, the Light of the 
World, according to this Promiſe, and come 
unto the Father, by Him who is Light, and 


be ſaved from Darkneſs, and from him who 


hath Power in the Darkneſs, which is the De- 
vil. Chriſt is the Wiſdom and Power of God, 
and, as ſuch, is God; his Wiſdom and Power 
1s one, and 1s Himſelf; He is that Wiſdom 
and Power, and the ſame is the Word; God 


— 
— 


* Galatians iii. 22. 
|] Ibid; a 
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is one, The Human Mind-is not God, n òò!0 
the Human Body; the Human Mind and ER__—_T 
are Effects of that Divine Wiſdom and pꝰ⁹W eee 
The Cauſe is before the Effects, they are 1 7 Eo 


ſequent : Yet becauſe the Humanity 1s 


unto the Divine Nature, abſorbed therein, and 5 
inſeparably united therewith, Jeſus Chriſt, who . 
is that Holy and Divine Man, is called God „ 
in the holy Scripture, becauſe of the Super- „ 
% excellency and Pre-eminence of the Divine Na- 3 
ture with which the Human Nature is annexed 5 
inſeparably for ever; ſo that the Wiſdom and „ 
Power of the Father, in this Humanity and . 


Union, are one Chriſt, the Meſſiah, the *Savi- 
our of the World, under the Character of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and therefore let all the World . look 
unto the Father, by Him, for Salvation, for there 
is no other Name given under Heaven, or ever 
ſhall be, but the Name of Jeſus, by which 
Mankind ever were, are, or ſhall be ſaved; | 
He had a Veſture dipped in Blood, His | 
“Name is called The Word of God.” And 

- at the Name of Jeſus, whenever, or in whom- 
ſoever, the Father nameth this wonderful power- 
ful Name, then ſhall every Knee bow, and 

every Tongue confeſs unto Him, the Judge of 
the World, either in a Day of Viſitation in 

Mercy to Life Eternal, or Condemnation unto 

Puniſhment, . —— 


R AA. 
: # 


Nov the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, having a real 
Human Body, ſubject unto Death, as ours are, 
He was crucified therein, according to the 


Scriptures, as a Propitiation for the Sins of the 955 Ty 
whole World, declaratory of the Love and 85 


O 2 Mercy 
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an, which exateth the 8 Farthing, or 
ſe no Satisfaction or Forgiveneſs, but 1 the 
Will of the Father, who Jac Him in Love, 
to declare his Love, Goodneſs, and Mercy, 
and Forgiveneſs of Sins unto all Mankind, up- 
on Condition of Faith in this Meſſenger, and 
Repentance from dead Works; I will have 
* Mercy and not Sacrifice f.“. 


— — — — 


Bur tho the Human Mind of Chriſt Was 
rated from his Body upon the Croſs, and 

ſo remained for a Time, which is the common 
Death; yet the Word and Mind were never 
ſeparated from the Time of their firſt -Union, 
nor ever can be, (for then the whole Chriſt 
muſt have been diſſolved and ceaſed ;) and the 
ſame Word, in the ſame Human Mind, re- 
a | ſumed the ſame Body; as faith the Lord Jeſus, 
| „No Man taketh my Life from me, but I lay 
*© it down of myſelf: I have Power to lay it 
„ down, and I have Power to take it again. 
This Commandment I have received of my 
Father l. Seeing the Body and Mind, whilſt 
in a State of vital Union, make one Man, was 
the Humanity of Chriſt then diſſolved, when the 
Mind and Body were ſeparated ? No; for tho? 
Body and Mind make one Man while in Union, 


+ Matthew ix. 13. Kii. ;, Hoſea vi. 8 
[ Joba X, 18. 
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